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VISIBILITY ZERO 


..- A New Book By BERNARD PALMER... 





XTRAORDINARY books—some historical and others fictional, are being written 
about different phases of the present war. The Zondervan Publishing House 
. »- of Grand Rapids, Michigan, has brought out a number of such titles. One of 


their latest is “VISIBILITY ZERO,” by Bernard Palmer. 


Parents whose boys are in 


the air service will appreciate the inside story of how this branch operates—the story 
of what the men who fly are really up against! 


Although fictional, everything in the 
book has happened, is happening, and 
will continud to happen ... as long as 
modern, mechanized warfare continues. 
The narrative therefore enjoys the dis- 
tinction of being TRUE FICTION. 


The Author explains that in prepar- 
ing the novel, he was favored with the 
technical advice of Staff Sergeant Roger 
Dale Palmer. He says: “Without this as- 
sistance, the book could not possibly 
have been written.” Sergeant Palmer, 
stationed “somewhere in England.” is 
ball turret gunner on a B-17... and has 
received the Air Medal with three oak 
leaf clusters, the Distinguished Flying 
Cross and has been recommended for 
the Silver Star because of exceptional 
heroism in battle. 


* * * 
Here is the way the story starts: 


"Gray, icy fog was everywhere. It 
dripped from the eaves of buzzing 
hangars and squished underfoot in the 
grass along the narrow, flare-lined run- 
ways that stretched hazily into the 
infinity of space. Motors made muffled 
and eerie sounds, and British lorries, 
moving in an unending stream towards 
town, loomed up suddenly and faded 
away, their blackout lights pricking pin 
holes in the opaque curtain before them. 





The meteorologist told of headwinds 
across the channel and of rain and poor 
visibility over target areas. Flight officers 
and commanders conferred, and the big 
Lancasters and Sterlings of the RAF 
wheeled into position. Ground crews re- 
turned to the warmth and light of their 
barracks, and fliers filed reluctantly out 
of the alert rooms where they had been 
briefing for the evening attack. Their ob- 
jectives would have to await a more 
favorable night. It ‘was, not fit weather 
for flying.” 

* * * 


caer were busy at this par- 
ticular American base in England, 
repairing planes just returned from a 
mission over occupied France. Great 
jagged holes had been blasted in some 
—while the skin of practically every ship 
was punctured, riddled and curled by 
cannon fire. Wing sections were dam- 
aged and motors impaired. Many had 
been barely able to limp home. Ground 
crews labored with painstaking care be- 
cause lives depended upon their work. 


‘Some planes, having gone down 
under enemy fire, did not return. Others, 
suffering from the sting of flak and can- 
non, were partly disabled and there- 
fore lagged behind. It was for these that 
men on the ground waited. 


“The field lights were still on, and 
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reader entranced. 








“GOD ON A BATTLEWAGON” 


By Chaplain James Claypool 


This is more than a war story, more than the narrative of a 
It is the story of FAITH TRIUMPHANT over fear, 
pain and loneliness of war at sea. 
off from the rest of the world. Chaplain Claypool tells their 
story so well, that one gripping inci 


Defender Publishers — Wichita 1, Kansas 


Men on a battleship are cut _ 


after her holds the 





PRICE $1.50 











flares still marked the landing strips in 
the vain hope of guiding a wounded 
bomber back to her haven. The Chap- 
lain was still at the base. He always was 
when some of his boys were out.” 


At this point, Mr. Palmer pays fitting 
tribute to the fine work of American 
army Chaplains, serving with armed 
forces in the far-flung theaters of the war. 
These men, many of whom have lef 
quiet and successful pastorates at home, 
are writing one of the most illustrious 
chapters of heroism in the history. of 
ministerial toil. 


In this story, the Chaplain is described 
as “rejoicing when a big bomber circled 
the place and landed, and sorrowing 
when a plane was reported lost.” 


* * * 


AGAmst this narrated background, 

the B-17 named “Terrier” comes into 
the picture! The experiences of this ship 
and crew form the basis of “VISIBILITY 
ZERO.” 


The Terrier “was hit by flak. Number 
three motor was silenced. A gaping hole 
was blown in her belly just aft of the 
bomb bays. She completed her run and 
started back, when a pair of enemy 
planes dove on her, raking her unmer- 
cifully. The crew battled valiantly to 
keep abreast of the flight, but she con- 
tinued to lose both altitude and speed.” 


When last seen, the Terrier was still 
500 miles inside enemy territory that 
bristled with fighters and ack-ack. “The 
ground crew took the news silently, with 
tight lips and misty eyes. The Chaplain 
stood silently among them. They were 
comforted knowing that he was there, 
ready with a word of prayer or a word 
of encouragement.” 


Then ... a faint hum of motors was 
heard in the distance. Men looked at one 
another quickly. Every man listened in- 
tently with suppressed emotions. 


Yes, it was the Terrier! 


It landed and the crew began to climb 

oul. 
“They climbed out wearily, men who 
—Turn To Page 25. 





Y. 1945 








. who 
> 25. 





THE DEFENDER MAGAZINE 





... January 1945... 





The Cloisters Of Ephrata 


i» 


By Dr. Gerald B. Winrod 





RECENTLY had the pleasure of visit- 

ing the Cloisters of Ephrata—one of 
Pennsylvania's noted historical land- 
marks. I wish, at this time to share with | 
our. great-Family -of Defender - Readers,’ 
some of the information and inspiration 
that came to me from the visit. 


Ephrata is an interesting little city in 
the southeastern part of the Keystone 
State. The Cloisters, comprising a group 
of large steep-roofed houses with small 
windows and low doorways, are located 
on the west side of the community, 


buildings, a Mecca for Christian tour- 
ists, have made the city famous. A They 
comprise the first Protestant Monastery 
in America and furnish the basis for a 
most interesting narrative. Spiritual cur- 
rents which contributed much to shap- 
ing the destiny of America, flowed from 
this religious center in colonial days. 


In his ‘Scholarly treatise on “Sec- 
tarians,” Julius Friedrich Sachse says: 
“Ephrata! Of allthe words and names 
in the vocabulary of Pennsylvania none 
embraces so much of what is mystical 
and legendary as the word Ephrata, 
when it is used to denote the old monas- 
tic community which once flourished in 
the valley of the Cocalico in Lancaster 
County.” 


The original name of the borough was 
“Kloster,” meaning “Cloister.” It also 
bore the nickname Dunkerstown. The 
word Dunker comes from dunk, meaning 
“to dip.” Webster's Dictionary applies 
the term to “religious denominations 
practicing trine immersion.” It makes 





specific reference to “Seventh Day Bap- 


tists, founded in 1728, who observe the 
seventh day as the Sabbath and live a 
communal and ascetic life.” 


The latter part of the seventeenth cen- 
tury witnessed a bitter controversy 
among the Protestant Churches of Eu- 
rope. Revival and reform movements 
were in progress. Leaders of the dissen- 
sion were men of learning and deep 
piety. They became known as Pietists. 


_ During the year 1708, nine sincere 


across Cocalico Creek. These quaint | men began meeting regularly in 


‘Schwardzenau, Germany for the purpose 


of systematically studying the New 
Testament. It was their wish to discover 
what restrictions Apostolic Christianity 
actually placed upon the followers of 
Christ. They felt that believers of their 
day were enslaved by traditions and 
preconceived ideas foreign to the simple 
demands and doctrines of Scripture. 
Their research brought into existence an 
organization known as Dunkers, or First- 
Day German Baptists. 


Because of strict adherence to certain 
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well défined religious tenets, including 
objection to union of Church and State, 
members of the new sect were bitterly 
persecuted. Several families emigrated 
to America in 1719. They settled for most 
part in Pennsylvania. 


A Church was established at German- 
town in 1723, with one Peter Becker as 
the leader. This congregation grew 
rapidly. Branches were soon organized 
in other parts of the State. One group, 
four miles east of the city of Lancaster, 
became particularly flourishing. The 
name of this community was Muehlbach, 
now known as Bird-in-Hand. 


CONRAD BEISSEL, A LEADER 


Among those who fled from Europe 
and settled at Muehlbach was Conrad 
Beissel, a commanding personality of 
extraordinary ability as a leader. He had 
been a member of the Reformed Church 
in Germany. After reaching America, he 
became convinced that the seventh day, 
or Jewish Sabbath, was the one on which 
Christians should worship. This convic- 
tion resulted in the organizing of a new 
denomination — THE SEVENTH DAY 
BAPTISTS. 


In his Bible study, he apparently over- 
looked such passages as Colossians 2:16, 
“Let no man therefore judge you in meat, 
or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, 
or of the new moon, or of the sabbath 
days.” And Mark 2:27, “The sabbath 
was made for man, and not man for the 
sabbath.” 


Beissel published a treatise on the sub- 
ject of Sabbath observance in 1725 
—Turn To Page 4. 
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which created widespread discussion. 
This caused him to seek seclusion and 
enter upon a life of self-abnegation. He 
chose as his home a wilderness cave on 
the banks of Cocalico Creek. There, he 
became even more diligent in examining 
the Scriptures. Soon, others who shared 
his views, followed him into the wilder- 
ness. Cottages were built and a theo- 
cratic neighborhood established. 


Within three years—to be exact, 1728, 
the new religious society was born with 
Conrad Beissel as the leader. The group 
adopted the Seventh Day for public’ wor- 
ship and their descendants have con- 
tinued the plan down to the present time. 


COMMUNAL LIFE AND wate cy 
ue ~ MA ‘ 


A system of Chrictien—Commuvism 
gradually developed in the colony. As 
the number of adherents increased, they 
decided upon a mode of life that pro- 
vided for all things in common. Their re- 
sources were pooled. By hard work and 
the application of honest principles, a 
strong and prosperous community was 
created. All property belonged to the 
group as a whole. 


Personal desires and selfish ambitions 
were swept away in the stream of re- 
ligious worship—prayer, praise, hymn- 
singing and Bible study which com- 
pletely dominated the group. 


The first of a series of huge monastic 
houses was erected in 1735. The two 
main buildings were the Brother’s House 
and the Sister’s House. The former was 
torn down a few years ago by persons 
devoid of appreciation of historical 

. values. The latter still stands and re- 
ceives thousands of visitors annually. 


One writer says: “The erection of the 
Brother House ‘Bethany.’ and the Sister 
House ‘Saron,’ and the Chapel ‘Saal,’ in 
the 1740’s were said to mark the begin- 
ning of ‘large buildings’ in America. The 
dimensions of the Houses were said to 
have been based on Biblical calcula- 
tions, narratives and prophecies.” 


The colony owned five hundred acres 
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of land on which several industries were 
established, including a paper mill, grist 
mill, flax mill, blacksmith shop, tannery, 
pottery and stone quarry. The soil was 
faithfully tilled. Women did needle work 
and weaving. 


Dr. William M. Fahnestock wrote a 
book about the Seventh Day Baptists in 
1835 and explained their position on 
celibacy as follows: “Celibacy they con- 
sider a virtue, but never require it, nor 
do they take any vows in reference to it. 
They never prohibit marriage, as is 
stated by some writers. Celibacy was 
urged as being more conducive to a 
holy life... 


“They do not approve of paying their 
Ministers a salary. They think that the 
Gospel was sent without money and 
without price, and that every one called 
to preach the Word, should do it from the 
love of the cause. However, they never 
have any scruples in affording their 
Ministers such supplies of life as they 
possess themselves.” 


WORSHIP AND PENANCE 





At one time there were as many as a 
hundred men, and eighty women, in the 
Cloisters. A contemporary writer said of 
them: “They are often represented as liv- 
ing on vegetables, the rules of the so- 
ciety forbidding meats for the purpose of 
mortifying the natural appetite, and also 
as lying on wooden benches, with billets 
of wood for pillows, as an act of 
penance.” 


Upon entering the vacant, silent cells 
of the Sister’s House and traversing its 
long narrow passages, the twentieth 
century visitor feels that he is walking 
the tortuous windings of some old castle. 
Everything is in a remarkable state of 
preservation. 


Each tiny room contains a slab of 
hand-hewn lumber, just large enough 
to accommodate a human body. These 
boards, placed very near the floor, were 
used as beds. At the head of each such 
bench there is a small wooden block 
which served as a pillow. 


Both Houses had special rooms for 
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night meetings where the groups would 
assemble from midnight to one o'clock 
in the morning. These services were held 
separately—the men worshipping in the 
Brother’s House and the women in the 
Sister’s House. 


On the first floor of the Saal, or Sister's 
House, is the Chapel, furnished with pul- 
pit benches and tables, exactly as ar- 
ranged by Conrad Beissel. Here they 
held their public services. The original 
Hour Glass may be seen on the Preach- 
er’s stand. It often turned over twice be- 
fore the sermon was ended. The men sat 
on one side and the women the other, 
the seating arranged so they faced each 
other. 


The ceilings of the rooms have an 
elevation of less than seven feet. The 
passages leading to the cells are barely 
wide enough to admit one person. Two 
could not pass in these halls. The doors 
are only five feet high, and twenty 
inches wide. They were purposely built 
low so that inmates would have to bow 
in passing from one room to another, and 
thereby be reminded that humility is a 
religious necessity. 


DAILY ROUTINE 


The Ephrata celibates were kept oc- 
cupied from early morning to late at 
night. Beissel believed in hard work and 
rigid discipline. 

Following the evening meal, they 
would retire to their separate places for 
reading, , writing and study. This con- 
tinued from seven to nine p. m. Then 
three hours of sleep was permitted, end- 
ing at midnight. Thereupon everyone 
would rise for an hour of worship and 
prayer. This was called a “matin.” 


After that, they would return to their 
cells for four hours sleep, rising at five to 
attend another matin which continued 
until six a. m. Next came three hours of 
hard work and the first meal of the day 
at nine a. m. After breakfast, they re- 
turned to their labor until five o'clock in 
the evening. 


Vulgar or profane language was un- 
thinkable. Gossiping was discouraged. 
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Coarse laughter was branded as the ex- 
pression of a fool. Whistling was forbid- 
den. 


At first they had no horses or oxen. 
This made it necessary to plow the fields 
by man power. The brethren took posi- 
tions on each side of a long rope. An- 
other brother would guide the plow. By 
these strenuous and tiresome exertions 
they broke the soil and brought it under 
cultivation. Relief came later when funds 
were available with which to purchase 
beasts of burden. 


Printing equipment was installed at 
the Cloisters during the year 1745. The 
inmates became experts at the trade. 
They manufactured their own paper, ink 
and type. Many remarkable pieces of 
literature came from the presses. Their 
greatest achievement in this field, was 
the translation and production of “Der 
Blutige Schau-Platz oder Martyrer- 
Spiegel”—which means “The Martyr's 
Mirror.” 


This was a ponderous volume, consist- 
ing of 1700 large pages and an artistic 
frontispiece. Thirteen men and women 
worked on it three years. The finished 
product was made available in both 
bound and unbound form, with or with- 
out a plate portraying a baptismal scene 
by immersion. This picture could be left 
out of copies meant for persons who re- 
jected the Baptistic form of baptism. 


Monroe Kurand says: “The work was 








nonites and o sects. It stands out to- 
day as one e real contributions to 
printing art ih colonial America. Ink and 


the Cloisters. Truly 
ists and craftsmen.” 


During the Revolutionary War, with 
the Continental Congress being moved 
from place to place, colonial money was 
printed on their presses. 


Both Brothers and Sisters wore a dis- 
tinctive type of garb consisting of shirt 
and vest covered with a long white 
gown. Under the gowns the Brothers 
wore trousers ... and the Sisters wore 
skirts. 

PROGRESS THROUGH PERSECUTION 


Conrad Beissel remained the leader 
of the sect until the time of his death, July 
6, 1768, “in the 52nd year of his spiritual 
life, but the 72nd year and fourth month 
of his natural life.” A simple tomb marks 
his burial place in “God's Acre”—the 
name given the cemetery located on the 


. 





sacred premises. The Society had about 
three hundred members at the time of 
his death. 


Peter Miller, a graduate of Heidelberg 
University who came to America in 
1730, succeeded Beissel. He lived to be 
86 years old and died September 25, 
1796. Prior to entering the monastery, he 
served as Pastor of three Reformed con- 
gregations in Pennsylvania. He was a 
personal friend of George Washingion. 


Miller frequently led missionary tours 
as far away as Long Island and New 
England. One of his co-workers, the 
pious Michael Wohlfahr, preached on 
the streets of Philadelphia with such 
power and eloquence, that the interest 
of prominent citizens like Benjamin 
Franklin became aroused in the organi- 
zation. 


As might be expected, the group en- 
countered prejudice and opposition. 
Their mode of living, dress and general 
conduct produced deep seated antagon- 


isms. Their prosperity created jealousy. 
But the historical record shows that per- 
secution only served to strengthen them. 
On one occasion when a neighbor tried 
to burn their buildings, a strong wind 
rose, blew the flames in the opposite di- 
rection and consumed the barn of the 
instigator. 


An effort was made to terrorize them 
in 1789 by arresting one of their num- 
ber for working on Sunday. The victim 
was sentenced by a Justice of the Peace 
to pay a fine. Had this conviction been 
allowed to stand, it would have set a 
dangerous precedent. The case was ap- 
pealed and Peter Miller represented the 
defendant in court. 


Unknown to the prosecution, Miller 
had previously brought the matter to the 
attention of George. Washington. He re- 
ceived in return, a letter which, analyzed 
today, stands as a classic defense of 
American Civil Liberty. The document 
was submitted at the proper moment dur- 


—tTurn To Page 6. 
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ing the trial and introduced into evi- 
dence. Both the Judge and Jury were pro- 
foundly impressed. The man was ac- 
quitted. 


The ‘text of George Washington's let- 
ter was us follows: 


* * * 


If I had the least idea of any difficulty 
resulting from/the Constitution adopted 
by the Convention of which I had the 
honor to bé President, when it was 
formed, so ‘as to\endanger the rights of 
any religidus denomination, then I never 
should have attached my name to that 
instrument. If I had any idea that the 
General Government was so adminis- 
tered that the liberty of conscience was 
endangered, I pray you be assured that 
no man would be more willing than my- 
self to revise and alter that part of it, so 
as to avoid all religious persecution. You 





can, without any doubt, remember that 
I have often expressed as my opinion, 
that every man who conducts himself as 
a good citizen is accountable alone to 
God for his religious Faith, and should 
be protected in worshipping God ac- 
cording to the dictates of his conscience. 


(Signed) George Washington. 
* * * 


CARING FOR WOUNDED SOLDIERS 


During the battle of Brandywine, 
Washington lost about 1200 soldiers, 
killed and wounded. Being forced to win- 
ter at Valley Forge, many others became 
ill. The General sent 500 sick and wound- 
ed to Ephrata to be cared for, by his 
friend Peter Miller and the people of the 
Cloisters. 


The huge buildings were turned into 
hospitals with the loyal Sisters acting as 
nurses, There was an abundance of food. 
Every possible comfort was provided but 








despite best efforts, there were 200 
deaths due to an epidemic of smalipox. 
A large monument ‘was erected by the 
State, bearing this inscription: 


“Sacred to the memory of the patriotic 
soldiers of the American Revolution, who 
fought in the battle of Brandywine, Sep- 
tember 11, 1777, A:D. About 500 of the 
sick and wounded\ were brought to 
Ephrata for treatment. Several hundred 
died and were buried inthis consecrated 
ground. Dulce et decorum‘est pro patria 
mori.” 


General Washington is said to have 
visited Ephrata twice. His first trip was in 
connection with Peter Miller’s work of 
translating and printing the Declaration 
of Independence in the seven different 
languages spoken at that time in the 
colonies. This is regarded as one of the 
most important acts of public service per- 
formed by Miller. The second visit was to 
see the sick and wounded soldiers 
housed there. 

















The Sister’s House... 
near the banks of Cocalico Creek at Ephrata, Pennsylvania. 








one of the original Cloister buildings ... as it stands today, 
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Governor Penn called at the Cloisters 
frequently. Desirous of giving tangible 
proof of his personal respect and high 
regard, he had five thousand acres of 
land surrounding Ephrata surveyed and 
turned over to them. But after due con- 
sideration they refused to accept the 
gilt. 

WORLD’S FIRST SABBATH SCHOOL 


Another interesting fact connected with 
these folk is that the first Sunday School 
in the world was held in the Cloisters. 
It was conducted by Ludwig Hacker, one 
of their number, in 1738. This was forty- 
two years before Robert Raikes organ- 
ized his Sunday School in Gloucester, 
England. 


The Seventh Day Baptists called their 
Communion Service, a Love Feast. Un- 
like their Lutheran, Amish, Moravian, 
Mennonite and other neighbors, the 
event was to them an occasion for par- 
taking of a frugal meal. The food placed 
before the worshippers consisted of 
bread, butter, apple-butter, pickles and 
coffee. At this meeting the Brothers 
greeted Brothers, and Sisters greeted Sis- 
ters, with the holy kiss. 


To them, Communion was an occasion 
for heart-searching and spiritual conse- 
cration. Like other groups, they empha- 
sized the importance of such New Testa- 
ment passages as I Corinthians 10:21. 
“Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, 
and the cup of devils: ye cannot be par- 
takers of the Lord’s table, and of the 
table of devils.” 


The doctrinal views of the Society 
were summed up by Dr. William M. 
Fahnestock as follows: 


1. They receive the Bible as the only 
tule of Faith, covenant and code of laws 
for Cliurch government. They do not ad- 
mit the least license with the letter and 
spirit of the Scriptures, especially the 
New Testament. They do not allow one 
jot or tittle to be added or rejected in 
the administration of the ordinances, but 
practice them precisely as they are in- 
stituted and made an example by Jesus 
Christ in His Word. 


2. They believe in the Divinity of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the Trinity of the 
Godhead. 


3. They believe that salvation is of 
Grace, and not of works; and they rely 
solely on the merits and Atonement of 
Christ. 

4. They contend for the observance 
of the original Sabbath. 
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5. They hold to the Apostolic Baptism 
—and administer trine immersion, with 
laying on of hands and prayer while 
the recipient yet remains kneeling in the 
water. 


6. They celebrate the Lord’s Supper 
at night, in imitation of our Saviour; 
washing at the same time each other's 
feet, agreeably to his command and 
example, as is expressly stated in the 
13th chapter of the evangelist John, 14th 
and 15th verses. 


* « /* 





There are two Seventh Day Baptist or- 
ganizations in the United States today 
—known as “Seventh Day Baptists” and 
“German Seventh Day Baptists.” The lat- 
ter group trace their origin directly to 
the Ephrata Cloisters. The most recent 
census report lists them as having only 
three Churches, with a total of 493 mem- 
bers. 
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General Washington’s Vision 





T= following account of George Wash- 

ington’s Vision of our Country's fu- 
ture was written by Wesley Bradshaw 
and originally published in the National 
Tribune. It was released in the form of 
an interview between Bradshaw and 
Anthony Sherman... the complete arti- 
cle being as follows: 


* * * 


The last time I ever saw Anthony 
Sherman (says Wesley Bradshaw) was 
on the Fourth of July, 1859, in Indepen- 
dence Square. He was then ninety-nine 
years old, and becoming feeble. But 
though so old, his dimming eyes re- 
kindled as he gazed upon Independence 
Hall, which he came to visit once more. 


“Let us go into the hall,” he said. “I 
want to tell you an incident of Washing- 
ton’s life—one which no one alive knows 
of except myself; and, if you live, you 
will, before long, see it verified. 


“From the opening of the Revolution 
we experienced all phases of fortune, 
now good and now ill, one time victori- 
ous and another conquered. The dark- 
est period we had, I think, was when 
Washington, after several reverses, re- 
treated to Valley Forge, where he re- 
solved to pass the winter of 1777. Ah, I 
have often seen the tears coursing down 
our dear commander’s careworn cheeks, 
as he would be conversing with confi- 
dential officers about the condition of his 
poor soldiers. You have doubtless heard 
the story of Washington’s going to the 
thicket to pray. Well, it was not only 
true, but he used often to pray in secret 
for aid and comfort from God, the inter- 
position of whose Divine Providence 
brought us safely through the darkest 
days of tribulation. 


“One day—I remember it well, the 
chilly wind whistling through the leafless 
trees, though the sky was cloudless and 








There is scarcely a library of any 
size that does not contain the text 
of “General Washington’s Vision” 
as a magazine or newspaper arti- 
cle... or as a chapter in some his- 
torical volume. Because this docu- 
ment, first published by the Na- 
tional Tribune in December 1880, 
is being read with renewed interest, 
it is reproduced in the present issue 
of The Defender. 











the sun shone brightly—he remained in 
his quarters nearly all afternoon alone. 


“When he came out I noticed that his 
face was a shade paler than usual, and 
there seemed to be something on his 
mind of more than ordinary importance. 
Returning just after dusk, he dispatched 
an orderly to the quarters of an officer, 
who was presently in attendance. After 
a preliminary conversation of about half 
an hour Washington, gazing upon his 
companion with that strange look of 
dignity which he alone could command, 
he told the story of an amazing Vision 
he had just received.” 


(From this point, Bradshaw reports the 
words of Anthony Sherman, as attributed to 
General Washington.) : 


* * * 


66 DO not know whether it is owing to 

the anxiety of my mind or what, but 
this afternoon, as I was sitting at this 
table engaged in preparing a dispatch, 
something seemed to disturb me. Look- 
ing up, I beheld standing opposite a 
singularly beautiful female. So aston- 
ished was I, for I had given strict orders 
not to be disturbed, that it was some mo- 
ments before I found language to inquire 
the purpose of her presence. A second, a 
third, and even a fourth time did I re- 
peat my question, but received no an- 
swer from my mysterious visitor, except 
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a slight raising of her eyes. By this time 
I felt strange sensations spreading 
through me. I would have risen, but the 
riveted gaze of the being before me ren- 
dered volition impossible. I assayed 
once more to address her, but my tongue 
had become useless. Even thought it- 
self had become paralyzed. A new in- 
fluence, mysterious, potent, irresistible, 
took possession of me. All I could do 
was to gaze steadily, vacantly at my un- 
known visitant. Gradually the surround- 
ing atmosphere seemed filled with sen- 
sations, and grew luminous. Everything 
about me seemed to rarefy: the mysteri- 
ous visitor herself becoming more airy 
and yet more distinct to my sight than 
before. I now began to feel as one dy- 


ing, or rather to experience the sensa- 


tion which I have sometimes imagined 
accompanies: dissolution. I did not think, 
I did not reason, I did not move. All, 
alike, were impossible. I was conscious 
only of gazing fixedly, vacantly, at my 
companion. 


“Presently I heard a voice saying, ‘Son 
of the Republic, look and learn’; while at 
the same time my visitor extended her 
arm eastwardly. I now beheld a heavy 
white vapor at some distance rising fold 
upon fold. This gradually dissipated, and 
I looked upon a strange scene. Before 
me lay spread out in one vast plain all 
the countries of the world—Europe, Asia, 
Africa, and America. I saw rolling and 
tossing between Europe and America, 
the billows of the Atlantic: and between 
Asia and America lay the Pacific. “Son 
of the Republic,’ said the mysterious 
voice as before, ‘look and learn.’ 


“At the moment I beheld a dark- 
shadowy being, like an angel, standing, 
or rather floating, in mid-air between 
Europe and America. Dipping water out 
of the ocean in the hollow of each hand, 
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which was blazoned the word ‘Union,’ 
he placed it upon the Standard, while 
people, kneeling down, said, ‘Amen!’ 


“The scene instantly began to fade 
and dissolve, and I at last saw nothing 
but the rising, curling vapor I at first 
beheld. This also disappearing, I found 





myself once more gazing upon the mys- 
terious visitor who, in the same voice I 
had heard before, said, ‘Son of the Re- 
public, what you have seen is thus in- 
terpreted. Three great perils will come 
upon the Republic. The most fearful}for 
her is the third: but the whole world 
united shall not prevail against her. Let 
every child of the Republic learn to live 
for his God, his land, and his Union.’ 
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With those words the vision vanished, 
and I started from my seat and felt that 
I had seen a vision; wherein had been 
shown me the birth, progress, and de- 
stiny of the United States.” 








“Such, my friend,” concluded the ven- 
erable narrator, “were the words I heard 
from Washington's own lips: and Amer- 
ica will do well to profit by them.” 
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Seventy-Five Years Of Publishing 





Y i FLEMING H. REVELL Company is | 


now celebrating its seventy-fifth year 
of publishing . . . and in consequence 
of this fact, these are days of unprece- 
dented activity around the New York 
offices of this long-established firm. 


When individuals or organizations ob- 
serve anniversaries, it is customary to 
look back over a span of years — back 
over periods of hardships and triumphs, 
defeats and victories, joys and sorrows 
. .. and think of many ups-and-downs. 
Life is like that! 


Mr. Fleming H. Revell, Sr., the founder 
of the Company, was Evangelist Dwight 
L. Moody’s brother-in-law. Moody, who 
was ten years older than Revell, married 
the latter’s sister, Emma. 


Moody preached and Revell published. 
A happy family combination! 


The initial publishing venture resulted 
in failure when the founder was com- 
pletely wiped out by the tragic Chicago 
fire of 1871. Moody was in those days 
toying with a rather crudely edited 
monthly periodical which he called, “Ev- 
erybody’s Paper.” After the fire he sug- 
gested that Revell take it over. 


Believing such a magazine was 
needed in America. . . feeling confident 
the public would welcome it if properly 
presented ... realizing that certain im- 
provements were necessary, Mr. Revell, 
then a young man of twenty, decided to 

















Fleming H. Revell 








shoulder the responsibility. He left im- 
mediately for England in search of help. 
This became the first voyage of a rec- 
ord, which reached a total of ninety-eight 
crossings of the Atlantic. 


His primary purpose was to enlist the 
support of a certain well known English 
editor and publisher. During the early 
stages of the conversation, it appeared 
that the trip had been in vain, the effort 
futile. But upon learning about the great 





Studies In Secular Prophecy 


Dr. Winrod’s new booklet contrasting Pre-Millennialism and Post- 


Millennialism . . 
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loss sustained by the fire . . . observing 
the extraordinary talents of the young 
man before him, the old and experienced 
editor relented and manifested utmost in- 
terest in the plans so meticulously pre- 
sented for his consideration. 


Mr. Revell returned to Chicago greatly 
encouraged, but soon decided that New 
York was a better location. Within an 
incredibly short time his monthly mag- 


| azine reached over a quarter of a million 


circulation. He did the editing, publish- 
ing and selling work himself — directing 
everything down to the smallest detail. 


Gradually, on the advice and solicita- 
tion of friends, the young publisher, now 
back in Chicago, began to import single 
copies of British published books. Then 
he bought sheets and plates. His first 
printed book was “Grace and Truth,” a 
work still so much in demand that it be- 
came necessary to bring out a new edi- 
tion in November 1944. 


The slogan adopted by the Company 
in the days of Moody continues mean- 
ingful and appropriate to the present 
hour — “PUBLISHERS OF EVANGELI- 
CAL LITERATURE.” With Fleming H. 
Revell as President . . . George H. Doran 
as Vice President ... and the late S. 
Edgar Briggs as Managing Director of 
the New York headquarters, the Com- 
pany years ago gained world-wide rec- 
ognition as the first, and one of the larg- 
est, independent religious publishing 
houses in America. 


During the year 1904, the firm trans- 
ferred its main offices to 158 Fifth Ave- 
nue, New York, where it had established 
itself six years earlier—but continued 
to operate a retail store in Chicago some 
years longer. 


It is said that no other publishing con- 
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cern in Christendom can point to such an 
inspiring and notable list of authors as 
has been represented in its files. Noted 
Gospel preachers, evangelists of world- 
wide fame, outstanding missionaries, 
writers on biography and Christian fic- 
tion, Sunday School workers of interna- 
tional repute, creators of good literature 
for children, statesmen, reformers, educa- 
tors — all have had volumes issued un- 
der the auspices of this house. 


With the passing of the years, respon- 
sibility for shaping the policies of the 
organization fell upon other shoulders. 
There were standards to be maintained 
... traditions to be cultivated . . . objec- 
tives to be constantly borne in mind... 
ideals of Christian service, reaching far 
beyond any monetary consideration, to 
be promoted. New leaders were needed 
who would (in the language of Proverbs 
28:22), “Remove not the landmark, which 
thy fathers have set.” 


It is generally conceded if Moody and 
Revell were alive today, they would ap- 
prove of the program as conducted by 
the men now responsible for shaping 
the destinies of the firm —so loyal are 
they to the fundamentals of Christian 
doctrine and service. 


Fleming H. Revell, Jr., is Chairman of 
the Board of Directors. William R. Bar- 
bour, his cousin, is President. William H. 
Wooster is Secretary. Frederick Maresch 
is Treasurer. William H. Davies is Sales 
Manager. Since 1898, the Company has 
occupied present offices in the Presby- 
terian Building at 158 Fifth Avenue... 
but has no exclusive relationship with 
any denomination. As was the case 
with Moody, its ministry is inter-denom- 
inational. 


Like any other manufacturing concern, 
the final test of a publishing company 
is the durability of its products. It is 
striking to note the large number of 
books published by Revells THAT HAVE 
LIVED. Many of their titles have sur- 
vived the wear and tear of decades. 
This testifies to the mental strength of 
their authors . . . and the selection of 
topics by the firm’s editorial staff. 


Writing to a friend on November 14, 
Choiré 
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MMEDIATELY upon learning 

of the death of Mr. Fleming 
H. Revell in 1931, General Evan- 
geline Booth, of the Salvation 

* Army, dispatched the following 
message: 

“I remember my old friend, 
Fleming. H. Revell, as a quiet, 
courteous, and unassuming but 
sagacious judge of men and af- - 
fairs, not forgetting the numer- 
ous Christian leaders whose mes- 
sages he did so much to bring 
before a wide public. 


“During the marvelous out- 
pouring of the Gospel as 
preached by Dwight L. Moody 
and sung by Ira B. Sankey, Mr. 
Revell contributed a wise and 
far-sighted comradeship which 
was all the more effective be- 
cause it was unseen by the best 
crowds that gathered for the re- 
vivals. Capable in business, Mr. 
Revell was largely instrumental 
in administering the large funds 
which were entrusted to Mr. 
Moody and devoted by him to 
institutions and enterprises that 
influenced numerous lives of 
world-wide value to the King- 
dom of God. 

“Amid emotions and impulses 
that seethed around him in those 
days of a crusading faith in the 
Cross of Christ, Fleming H. 
Revell stood forth in the world 
of religion, as of finance, as an 
example of personal rectitude 
and consecrated wisdom.” 














1944, Mr. Barbour remarked: “It is in- 
teresting and encouraging to know that 
many books in our present list have 
been printed and sold year after year, 
edition after edition. For instance on my 
desk at the moment is the twentieth edi- 
tion of ‘Fanny Crosby’s Story of Ninety- 
four Years,’ which was published in 
1915.” 


* * * 


R. REVELL lived to the advanced age 

of eighty-one. He took his depar- 
ture from this life October 11, 1931. He 
was a hard worker until the last. He 
loved books — good books — helpful, 
constructive, creative books . . . books 
that carried a positive Christian message 
. . - books that lived and breathed and 
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spoke with authority. He used pens, 
parchment, typewriters, printing presses, 
ink, authors and sales forces to PREACH. 
He shared the feelings, the fire, the zeal, 
the enthusiasm of Dwight L. Moody! He 
gave his personal attention to the affairs 
of the Company until the last few weeks 
before his death. 


During the closing hours of his life, he 
called a nurse to the bedside and spoke 
to her about a manuscript, saying: ‘The 
boys at the office are very anxious to 
have it.” 


Mr. Barbour regards their latest book, 
“The Leathernecks Come Through,” as 
being one of the great triumphs of the 
firm's history. (It will be recalled that 
this title by Chaplain W. Wyeth Willard, 
was comprehensively reviewed in the 
December Defender.) “We wish that Mr. 
Revell were still living, for he would be 
greatly interested in Chaplain Willard’s 
virile Christian message,” says Mr. Bar- 
bour. 





In The Shadow Of His Wings 





I know not what tomorrow holds, 
Nor what the threat it brings, 
But I am sure today I rest, 

In the shadow of His wings. 


Secure beneath His sheltering care, 
No fear the storm cloud brings. 
Wild roars the wind, still I rejoice, 
In the shadow of His wings. 


Safely within this covert close, _ 
My soul looks up and sings. 
For I’m the apple of his eye, 
In the shadow of his wings. 


—May H. Clutter. 
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Hymn-Writer Celebrates Ninety-Ninth Birthday 


Evangelist Phil Kerr ... Glendale, California 





EORGE C. STEBBINS, dean of living 
hymn-writers, will observe his 
ninety-ninth birthday February 26, 1945 
- - at his home in Catskill, New York. 
Incidentally, he was born on the same 
day as another noted American, William 
A. “Buffalo Bill” Cody. 


Stebbins’ musical settings for many 
famous hymns have brought blessings 
to multitudes of Christians the world 
over. To name only a few: “Have Thine 
Own Way Lord,” “Saved By Grace,” 
“Jesus Is Calling,” “Jesus I Come,” and 
“Take Time To Be Holy.” 


Perhaps the personal pronoun will be 
pardoned in my description of a mem- 
orable visit with this great composer. 


It was in 1940. I was touring the coun- 
try, visiting and interviewing hymn-writ- 
ers, making motion pictures of some of 
them, and gathering information for a 
contemplated book. I wrote Mr. Stebbins 
in advance, asking permission to visit 
and interview him. In reply, he extended 
a cordial invitation, but stated emphatic- 
ally that there were to be “no pictures.” 


Catskill proved to be a beautiful little 
town, nestled in the hills overlooking the 
Hudson River valley. I found my way to 
83 High Street, half-expecting to be 
greeted by a weakened and emaciated 
wheel-chair occupant. Imagine my sur- 
prise to meet a vigorous gentleman, 
taller than I! He required the assistance 
of a cane, and was quite deaf. Other- 
wise, he amazed me with his spright- 
liness and vigor. 


Leading me into the living-room of the 
home which he shared with an invalid 
sister, he seated himself before a desk 
piled high with letters and manuscripts. 
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I learned that, although well along in 
his nineties, he carried on an unbeliev- 
able amount of correspondence with 
hundreds of friends—and all in long- 
hand! In fact, he is the most gracious 
of correspondents. He answers every- 
body. Not with curt, formal notes, but 
warm, personal communications. 


And hymn-manuscripts! There were 
many of them on the desk, in all stages 
of completion. In spite of his advanced 
age, his productivity had lessened only 
slightly. His handdrawn manuscripts, al- 
beit shakily written, were still going 
forth daily to authors and publishers all 
over the world. 


The hours sped by swiftly as I en- 
joyed the warmth of his personality. He 
talked of “the old days,” of his intimate 
association with Moody and Sankey ‘and 
Bliss and Root and Bilhorn and McGran- 
ahan and Fanny Crosby, and scores of 
others whose names are familiar to those 
of us who love the study of hymnology. 


‘His mind was clear, his memory exact. 


Events of fifty and sixty years ago were 
described in clear-cut detail. I revelled in 
his rich reminiscences. 


I was interested to learn that Moody 
could not “carry a tune.” He was one of 
those rare individuals who have no 
“sense of pitch.” Yet, my host informed 
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Everyone interested in gospel music 
will want copies of these two books: 


."PHIL KERR’S GOSPEL SONGS.” 
50 cents. Containing ninety pages of 
singable “specials,” including such fa- 
vorites as “In Love With The Lover Of 

y Soul,” “Over In Glory,” and Esther 
Rusthoi’s “It Will Be Worth It All 
When We See Jesus.” 13th edition. 


.“MUSIC IN EVANGELISM.” 240 
pages. $1. By Phil Kerr. This valuable 
textbook has been adopted by many 
seminaries. It discusses the history and 
Pp of Ch music, and of- 
fers luable inf. i about evan- 
gelistic music and Gospel radio music. 
Also included are the stories of how 179 
hymns were written, and many interesting 
hi phi 1 L ty of f hymn 
writers. 2nd edition. 














GOSPEL MUSIC 
P.O. Box 409 Glendale, Calif. 





me that Moody loved music intensely, al- 
ways participated in the congregational 
singing, and gave Sankey’s music half 
the credit for the succes of his evangel- 
istic campaigns. 

At the time of my visit, the Roosevelt- 
Willkie presidential race was in full 
swing. Stebbins wore a Republican but- 
ton in his lapel, and discussed the issues 
of the campaign with a clarity rarely 
found in a man of his advanced age. 


He insisted that I sing and play for 
him. At first, I declined. Quite insistent, 
he took me to the piano, sat on the bench 
by my side, placed his ear close to my 
mouth, and commanded, “Sing!” I struck 
a few chords on the piano and started. 
“Louder!” I began again. “My hearing’s 
almost gone. You'll have to sing louder,” 
he reiterated. Accordingly I began to 
sing at the top of my voice, wondering 
how soon the neighbors would call the 
police. 


He manifested interest in my work, 
and insisted that I tell him of my ac- 
tivities. When I told him of the purpose 
for which I was taking motion pictures of 
hymn-writers, and that my illustrated 
lectures in Churches were designed to 
create greater interest in Christian songs, 
he beamed his approval. And, when the 
time for my departure approached, he 
went out to the front porch with me and 
voluntarily posed for many “shots,” both 
still pictures and moving pictures. 


“That's the first time I’ve ever faced a 
movie camera,” he told me and con- 
tinued: “In fact, very few pictures have 
ever been taken of me. You see, during 
the early days of my association with 
Dwight L. Moody, we shunned all per- 
sonal publicity. Personality was kept in 
the background, and we endeavored 
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that Christ alone be magnified. Moody 
instilled this spirit of humility into all the 
men with whom he labored. Indeed, the 
few occasions that Moody consented to 
be photographed, he insisted on being 
given the negatives so that future copies 
could not be made indiscriminately.” 


George C. Stebbins was born on a 
farm in northwestern New York. Musical 
tendencies were evidenced at an early 
age. He studied in Buffalo and Roches- 
ter, spent some years as a singing-school 
teacher, then moved to Chicago to take 
a position with the Lyon and Healy 
Music Company. He served as musical 
director of the First Baptist Church on 
the south side of Chicago. 


In 1874 he became associated with 
Dr. A. J. Gordon, composer of “My Jesus 
I Love Thee.” Two years later he was 
appointed musical director of Boston’s 
famed Tremont Temple, and began an 
active association with Moody and 
Sankey. He assisted Moody in many 
campaigns, both in America and Great 
Britain. Later he was associated at vari- 
ous times with such noted evangelists 
as Major D. W. Whittle, Henry Drum- 
mond and George F. Pentecost. Shortly 
before 1900 he made an extensive evan- 
gelistic tour which took him around the 
world. 


Not the least of his accomplishments 
was his collaboration with Ira D. Sankey 
in the production of many editions of 
widely-circulated hymn-books. A notable 
achievement is his authorship of a 327- 


page autobiography which is in the 


library of every real student of hymn 
lore. 


Fanny Crosby was once asked to write 
a poem on “Grace.” She retired to her 
room, and within an hour returned with 
the now familiar verses beginning, 
“Some day the silver cord will break 
++.” Later, in 1893, she quoted the poem 
during an address, and it was taken 
down in shorthand by a reporter and 
published in a London periodical. Steb- 





bins had requested Miss Crosby's per- 
mission, earlier, to set music to the poem, 
and had been refused. Now, however, 
that the poem had been published, she 
gave her consent, and Stebbins pro- 
duced the immortal musical setting. 


The author of Stebbins’ “Have Thine 
Own Way, Lord” was a humble woman 
who refused to let her name be pub- 
lished. To this day, most hymnals simply 
use her initials “A. A. P.” although her 
full name was Adelaide Pollard. The 
poem had been inspired in her heart by 
hearing an elderly woman say, at a 
prayer-meeting, “But it’s alright, Lord; 
it doesn’t matter what you bring into our 
lives. Just have your own way with us!” 
Miss Pollard wrote the poem that very 
night. 


“Jesus 'Is Calling” was another Steb- 
bins’ hymn, the words of which were 
written by Fanny Crosby. He later wrote 
that he composed the music “with the 
thought of making the song available 
as an invitation hymn, not dreaming 
that it would meet with instant favor and 
in a few years become generally known 
and extensively used.” He said, “Neither 
the words nor the music impressed me 
as possessing more than ardinary merit.” 


At least two now famous hymns, 
which Stebbins did not write, owe their 
popularity to him. It was he who first 
arranged and published E. S.. Ufford’s 
“Throw Out The Life Line.” And it was 
Stebbins’ singing of “Though Your Sins 
Be As Scarlet” that revived this splen- 
did hymn atfter its original introduction 
had met with a frigid disinterest. 


Moody has gone to his reward long 
since, and so have Sankey, Bliss, Palmer, 
Whittle, Fanny Crosby, and all of Steb- 
bins’ contemporaries of a bygone golden 
era of Evangelism. God has seen fit to 
grant Stebbins a long and fruitful life. 
Multitudes of Christians throughout the 
world bear witness to the never-dying 
and far-reaching influence of this good 
man. 
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All the briars that catch and fret, 
Why not take them to the Helper, 
Who has never failed us yet? 


Tell Him about the heartaches, 
Tell Him the longings, too, 

Tell Him the baffled purpose, 
Till we scarce know what to do. 


Then leaving all our weakness 
With the One divinely strong, 
Forget we bore a burden, 
And carry away a song. 
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Gezer--The Oldest “High Place” In Palestine 


Dr. J. O. Kinnaman ... Long Beach, California 








This month, Dr. J. O. Kinnaman 
continues the line of thought de- 
veloped in the December Defender 
when he wrote on the subject, 
“The Great Ghor and the City of 
Sodom.” The large number of let- 
ters received from Defender Read- 
ers, expressing appreciation for the 
present series of articles by this 
renowned archaeologist . . . are 
hereby acknowledged with sincere 
thanks. — Editor. 











WENTY-FIVE miles northwest of 

Jerusalem lies the oldest city site in 
Palestine. It seems to have come into 
existence soon after the waters of the 
Ghor receded and were confined to the 
Jordan Valley, the beginning of the Sea 
of Lut—the Dead Sea. 


Human beings left the immediate 
shores of the Ghor and settled in the 
then forming plains that began to tower 
toward the west. On the ridge that was 
later to form a mountain top, some peo- 
ple selected a site which, in their judg- 
ment, would never again be covered by 
the waters of the Ghor. They were the 


aboriginal inhabitants of this part of, 


Palestine. Because they made their 
dwelling places in limestone caves, mod- 
ern scientists call them Trogdolites, or 
Cave Dwellers. The first Biblical refer- 
ence to these aborigines is noted in 
Genesis 14:6. 


A MYSTERIOUS RACE 


Complete skeletal remains of these 
people have been recovered from their 
re-discovered homes. As a race they av- 








EVERY CHRISTIAN should 
acquaint himself with the his- 
torical facts contained in Dr. 
Gerald B. Winrod’s artistically- 
printed folder, “The Fight For 
Religious Liberty.” Explains the 
Christian struggle that preceded 
the writing of the Mayflower 
Compact and the Constitution of 
the United States . . . shows 
why and how Christ’s followers 
are being persecuted today ... 
Price 5 cents; 30 copies, $1.00. 
Order from THE DEFENDER. 


























eraged five feet four inches, to five feet 
seven inches tall. They were slender and 
graceful in form, inclined to be slim at 
the waist-line, resembling the ancient 
Egyptian art-forms; but they did not 
belong to the Egyptian branch of the 
human race. Their heads were rather 
broad and skulls thick. They lacked 
brutal ridges above the eyes, They com- 
pare favorably with the Mediterranean 
races, especially the Cretans. Even the 
earliest of them, of which we have found 
traces, had reached a high degree of 
culture. 


They changed caves into comfortable 
homes by enlarging them, and arranging 
terraces around the walls to serve as 
seats and places to spread mats, or skins 
for beds. They cremated the dead, not 
as described in Homer where the same 
ritual is performed, because their crema- 
tories were pits. Such a pit has been 
excavated at Gezer, the size being 31 
feet long and 24 feet wide. The “cup- 
marks” found on the limestone slopes 
are closely connected with the crema- 
tories. 


The aborigines in this part of the 
world were hunters, but did not support 
themselves exclusively by this means. 
They possessed domesticated animals 
such as cows, sheep, goats and other 
species. As far back as we are able to 
trece the history of man in Palestine, 
sheep have been a symbol of the coun- 
try—and also came to occupy an impor- 
tant place in the symbolism of Christian- 
ity. They knew how to use fire, and 
could produce it as needed. They ate 
cooked food. This being true, it was 
necessary to have utensils in which to 
do cooking. Many such utensils have 
been found, Crude forms of pottery 
have likewise been excavated. There are 
indications that they may have known 
how to make implements from iron. 


ialaia maeas canttic sia cme dontiadaaaiainas | 
An Important Tract ¢ 
* 


Read and distribute Dr. Winrod’s illus- * 
trated Tract, “A CHURCH IN THE SOL- 
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the famous Church building, erected for > 
American soldiers by 4,000 South Sea > 
native workers . . . Men and women of 
the armed forces are especially appreci- 
ative of this message. 100 copies $1.00. + 
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From whence did these very interest- 
ing people come... and who, in reality, 
were they? Neither question can be an- 
swered with finality at the present time. 


INVADERS APPEAR 


The Semite invaders (and they were 
invaders in the truest sense) found them 
there. The invading hordes comprised 
a larger race physically. They averaged 
from five feet five inches, to five feet 
eleven inches in height. They were larger 
boned in every way, thicker skulled, and 
possessed longer faces, 


Before going further, let us remind 
ourselves that when we use the words 
Semite, or Semitic, we are referring to 
language, not race. It is a philological 
term, rather than anthropological. 


The Semites came into Palestine in 
that first recorded “Great Migratory 
Wave” from the east. The racial desig- 
nation assigned to them is HYKSOS, OR 
ROYAL ARAB. This first Wave is given 
the chronology of 2500 B. C. It may 
have been earlier. 


They swarmed into Palestine and 
Egypt. They did not respect the cul- 
ture, civilization or people whose coun- 
try was being invaded. Culturally they 
were inferior to those whom they dis- 
placed. It was a custom with them to 
bury their dead carelessly, upon the dirt 
floor of the natural cave, usually in a 
crouching position . . . then raise the 
floor by covering the bodies and continue 
to dwell there. Sometimes they decorated 
the dead with beads. 


The invaders took over the cave homes 
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of those whom they conquered! In many 
instances we have discovered huge cham- 
bers hewn by enlarging the already ex- 
isting caves—one such, being 400 feet 
long and 80 feet wide. Later the Hyksos 
hordes erected surface buildings and laid 
permanent foundations over the caves 
which originally served as dwelling 
places, 


Then came the Second Semitic City, 
built.during the Fifteenth to Eighteenth 
Dynasties of Egypt. This ancient me- 
tropolis was the residence of Horam, 
“King of Gezer,’ mentioned in Joshua 
10:33. A HIGH PLACE stood in almost 
the center of the Second City, construc- 
tion of which was started about 2500 
B. C. 


HIGH PLACES AND GROVES 


“What were the High Places of an- 
tiquity?” ... is the natural question that 
many Readers will ask. 


In answer, I will say that at present 
there is only one such preserved eleva- 
tion known to Archaeological science, 
i. e., such place still standing in its en- 
tirety—the altar outside the mysterious 
city of Petra. It is undoubtedly true that 
Moses offered sacrifice here during the 
march northward after the death of 
Aaron at Mount Hor. This is a real High 
Place, an altar in the open. 


Such altars stood on ridges, hills or 
knolls, the highest points in localities. 
They possessed no protecting buildings 
of any sort, no walls, no roofs—every- 
thing was in the open, under the canopy 
of heaven. Some places had monoliths 
erected in a manner that could be formed 
into corners of walls if desired, but no 
such walls have ever been found. How- 
ever, it was the usual thing to plant 
groves around the High Places. 


Groves of this type have a bad reputa- 
tion in Scripture and were often forbid- 
den by divine decree, as in the instance 





of Deuteronomy 12:2-4 ... “Ye shall 
utterly destroy all the places, wherein 
the nations which ye shall possess served 
their gods, upon the high mountains, 
and upon the hills, and under every 
green tree: And ye shall overthrow 
their altars, and break their pillars, and 
burn their groves with fire; and ye shall 
hew down the graven images of their 
gods, and destroy the names of them 
out of that place.” 


Prior to the erection of their Temple, 
the Children of Israel used High Places 
for altars and worship centers. In II 
Kings 17:9 we find that they built high 
places in all their cities: “And the chil- 
dren of Israel did secretly those things 
that were not right against the Lord 
their God, and they built them high 
places in all their cities, from the tower 
of the watchman to the fenced city. And 
they set them up images and groves in 
every high hill, and under every green 
tree.” 


A SPIRITUAL AWAKENING 


The Israelites adopted the rites of the 
Cananites in full, thereby introducing 
heathen practices and customs contrary 
to the instructions of Jehovah God. The 
Scriptural record tells of a reformation 
during a certain period under the leader- 
ship of Josiah, whose revolutionary deeds 
included . . . bringing “forth out of the 
temple all the vessels made for Baal, 
and for the grove, and he burned them” 
... “he put down the idolatrous priests, 
whom the kings of Judah had ordained 
to burn incense in the high places in 
the cities of Judah, and in the places 
round about Jerusalem”... he brought 
an idol “out of the grove without Jeru- 
salem, stamped it small to powder, and 
cast the powder thereof upon the graves 
of the children of the people” (more will 
be said about these graves resulting from 
child ‘sacrifice presently) . .. “and he 
brake down the houses of the sodomites” 

. . “and he brought alP the priests out 
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of the cities of Judah, and defiled the 
high places where the priests had burned 
incense, from Geba to Beer-sheba, and 
brake down the high places.” 


This is part of the account given in 
II Kings, chapter 23. To say the least, 
Josiah was quite a reformer! Worship 
as conducted in the abominable High 
Places became almost THE religion of 
the Israelites in his time. Israel was 
corrupted and debased by the heathenish 
religious practices of the original peo- 
ples living there. 


ANOTHER SPIRITUAL AWAKENING 


The days of Hezekiah also witnessed 
a revival of limited scope. II Kings 18:4 
says: “He removed the high places, and 
brake the images, and cut down the 
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groves, and brake in pieces the brasen 
serpent that Moses had made: for unto 
those days the children of Israel did 
burn incense to it: And he called it 
Nehushtan.” 


This particular High Place was within 
an enclosure. Archaeologists discovered 
that beneath the altar built on this ele- 
vation, there was a large cave connected 
by means of a passage-way with a 
smaller cave. It was a secret passage 
known only to the priests. 


Were the caves used as places for 
Oracles? ... i.e., centers from which 
the “voice” of the god issued in reply 
to questions asked by the devotee. This 
is more than probable since wily priests 
have used the trick of concealing mem- 
bers of their group, to speak through 
Oracles, from time immemorial. 


The verse just quoted speaks of the 
brazen serpent that Moses raised in the 
Wilderness of Zin being broken in 
pieces .. . because even to that day the 


Children of Israel burned incense to it. 


This brazen serpent had the form and 
feature of the Cobra. Nehushtan, the 
name by which it was called, simply 
means “brazen,” made from bronze. 


Let it be noted that Hezekiah “removed 
the high places.” These High Places 
were artificial, having been built “from 
the tower of the watchmen to the fenced 
city” (see II Kings 17:9). The expres- 
sion in the English “to the fenced city,” 





Defender 


means “to the walls of the city.” The 
“tower of the watchmen” would be called 
in modern time, a “listening post.” 


But the foregoing evils, uprooted by 
Josiah and Hezekiah were not the worst 
of the rituals observed at these sinister 
High Places. E 


HUMAN SACRIFICE 

The most dreadful of the rites per- 
formed at Gezer was the sacrifice of 
children, Archaeology and Old Testa- 
ment history unite in exposing the 
wickedness of these practices. The rite 
of child sacrifice seems to have been 
introduced at the time of the founding 
of the Second City. There are no traces 
to the contrary. The practices evidently 
came with the Second Wave of Migra- 
tion from the east. How and why it 
arose among these people is a question 
that the Archaeologist has not yet been 
able to answer. 


Human sacrifice came into existence 
as a perverted expression of the knowl- 
edge that some day the Supreme Sacri- 
fice of God’s Son would be made for the 
sin of the world. The human-race pos- 
sessed this knowledge in Eden. Cain 
knew about it. So did Abel. It was 
handed down from generation to gener- 
ation, and through man’s lack of under- 
standing, finally degenerated into the 
terrible practice which Archaeologists 
know existed at Gezer. 


Back of the ritual of human sacrifice 
was the concept of offering to the gods 
the most precious possession of man, 
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that is, the first born child. This idea 
is reflected in the vow of Jephthah as 
set forth in Judges 11:29-40. The gist of 
his vow is found in verse 31 which says: 
“And I will offer it up as a burnt offer- 
ing.” He was referring to his only child, 
a daughter. The vow was fulfilled and 
the daughter became a burnt offering. 


At the High Place in Gezer, around 
the altar, was discovered the graves of 
five thousand children—the charred 
bones, for the children had been sur- 
rendered as “burnt offerings.” These 
children ranged in age from three days 
to three weeks. None younger than 
three days, none older than three weeks, 
I do not believe the excavations in this 
cemetery are yet completed. There re- 
mains work here for the Archaeologist. 


Below, and to one side of Gezer’s 
High Place, the excavators accidently 
broke through into a cave, partly natural, 
and partly built by hand. Here they 
found twelve hundred jars, each contain- 
ing the skeleton of a child the same 
age as those in the cemetery. A few 
of the jars had been broken and the 
skeletal contents partially emptied. The 
tops were not sealed, but closed by means 
of objects resembling saucers. 


PERVERSION OF TRUTH 


Do these sacrifices represent a con- 
fused, muddled, befogged, heathen-cursed 
anticipation of the GREAT SACRIFICE 
scheduled to be made upon Calvary? 


It was this sort of civilization and 
culture that Joshua encountered when 
he broke the Canaanitish Maginot Line 
at Jericho in April 1400 B. C. 


Unfortunately this civilization did not 
collapse when the Israelites entered the 
country. Joshua did not obey the com- 
mands of God given to Moses, and the 
Canaanites, with their ideas contmued 
to flourish. The manners, customs, re- 
ligious tenets continued in complete con- 
tinuity for a time longer than from the 
present moment back to the day when 
Columbus discovered America. Later 
many of the Canaanites migrated, and 
some became amalgamated with the in- 
vaders. Some of the descendants of the 
original Canaanites are still living in 
Palestine. 





“THE GREAT PYRAMID IN THE 
LIGHT OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL RE- 
SEARCH.” No scientist is better qualified 
to write on the Great Pyramid of Gizeh. This 
book of 53 pages throws new light upon the 
origin and meaning of Egypt’s ‘Mathe- 
matical Calculation in Stone.” PRICE 25 


cents. 
DEFENDER PUBLISHERS, Wichita 1, Ks. 
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The Porches Of Bethesda 


Dr. John H. Dequer . . . Chicago, Illinois 





LAUDE WHEELER, respected son 

of an eastern manufacturer, was born 
with the proverbial silver spoon in his 
mouth. He inherited a financial compe- 
tence from his father, while his mother 
bequeathed him an active brain and a 
weak body. At twenty-one he graduated 
from college, and at twenty-three be- 
came an inmate of a tuberculosis sani- 
tarium in a western state. 


He did not react favorably to treat- 
ment. Day by day he grew weaker until, 
as he phrased it, he sometimes mistook 
his shadow for himself. He was fight- 
ing a losing battle and, what is worse, 
he knew it. 


Being of a critical temperament, 
Claude carefully checked what his physi- 
cian told him with the best technical 
works available. This practice made him 
impervious to the pep talks which doctors 
frequently use in trying to keep hope 
alive in what they fear to be hopeless 
patients. Those who tried this line on 
him were apt to have themselves accused 
of incompetence or. mendacity, or both. 
Thereafter they became frank, which 
was even more depressive. 


A MORBID MOTIVE 


One warm June morning he left his 
room in Bethesda Sanitarium and walked 
slowly to a nearby park. Here he sat on 
a bench facing a small pond containing 
an artificial] island used as a nesting 
place for aquatic birds. But birds and 
plants no longer interested him. His 
mind had turned from life to death, His 
intellect fed on the doctrines of Spencer, 
Huxley, Haeckel and Darwin. He had 
become outwardly convinced that life was 
just a spot of light between the cold 
and barren peaks of two eternities. 
“Therefore,” so he reasoned, “if the light 
is not good, why not blow it out? Death 
can be induced painlessly, and then one' 
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has everlasting rest. No more exhaus- 
tion. No more coughing. No more 
sputum cups and hemorrhages .. . just 
a final dream and then—oblivion!” 


As if impelled by an unseen presence 
his musing took the form of determina- 
tion. Why wait until tomorrow. Why 
endure another night of sweat and 
misery. But as he was about to rise and 
carry out his morbid intention a young 
woman, if possible more frail than him- 
self, took the opposite end of the bench 
and began to cough in a manner all too 
familiar. At first she hacked softly, 
and then more violently, until the 
hemorrhage started. He watched her 
from the corner of his eye, not wishing 
to give the impression that he noticed 
her condition. “What comfort can the 
dead give the dying,” he asked himself. 


The impelling power seemed to say, 
“This is just one more reason for your 
decision. Why behold helpless misery? 
Finish the job and have peace.” 


BETHESDA 


But as he tried to rise, the emotional 
strain caused by the girl’s suffering so 
unnerved him that he lacked strength. 
He made a second and a third effort, but 
failed. He trembled violently and cold 
sweat poured from his forehead. Where- 
upon the girl at the other end of the 
bench arose and came to him. A wan 
smile: played about her bloodless lips as 
she asked: 


“Can I help you?” 


“No, thank you,” he replied, “I am 
almost beyond help.” 


“Almost?” 


“Yes,” he said, “I have just decided on 
away out. If I can get back to the Sani- 
tarium, then tomorrow I will be per- 





Sunday School Comments 


The very best Commeniaries, Encyclo- 
pedias, Bible Dictionaries, Theological 
Works and other scholastic sources, are 
consulted in preparing the Weekly Sun- 
day School Lesson Comments for The 
Defender. Many Readers have the Mag- 
azine come into their homes primarily 
because of these Helps to Bible Study. 
The discussions are boiled down to the 
fewest possible words. This month, the 
Sunday School Department contains ma- 
terial of exceptional importance. 





manently well!” 


A paroxym of coughing, followed by 
more blood, cut short the words that 
rose in her mind, She sank down beside 
him, and when the spasm subsided, he 
took a small vial from his pocket and 
handed it to her, saying, “Take one of 
these. It will give you temporary re- 
lief.” 


Automatically she uncorked the bottle, 
took a tablet and swallowed it. In a few 
minutes her coughing subsided and the 
bleeding stopped. Then as she noted that 
he was regarding her sympathetically, 
she said, “In what Sanitarium are you?” 


“Bethesda,” he replied. 


“Shall I telephone them to come and 
get you?” 


“No, thanks,” he answered softly, “I'll 
regain my strength when the effect of 
this shock wears off. Then I’ll go un- 
der my own steam.” 


“Do allow me to help you,” she in- 
sisted, “you look so very pale.” 


“Sister, you yourself look more like 
the lilies of death than the roses of 
life. I should offer to aid you, instead 
of you helping me. Life is funny!” 


“Then why leave it? I caught the 
meaning of what you said a moment 
ago. As long as you’can see fun in life, 
you have no true incentive to die. 
YOU CAN LIVE, FOR THE LORD OF 
LIFE WALKS IN THE PORCHES OF 
BETHESDA.” 

“If He does He evidently has not seen 
me,” Claude remarked bitterly. 

“No, He wouldn’t, for you think you 
know a way out and therefore have no 
need of Him.” 

“Myths are interesting,” he observed. 
“I have never connected the name of that 
Sanitarium with the episode in the New 
Testament.” 

“Your attention was focused else- 
where!” 


“You are right. But how do you 


know ?” 
“Oh, because.” 
“The eternal feminine continues to 


—Turn To Page 18. 
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function as long as the body breathes,” 
he opined humorously. 


“And beyond.” 

WILLING TO LISTEN 
“How do you know what is beyond?” 
“By the eternal feminine.” 


“The blasted truth!” he answered. “It 
is a fact that man depends on reason 
while a woman trusts her intuition!” 


“Your reason tempts you to a self- 
sought death, but my intuition assures 
me of eternal life. When through Christ 
our life is born into God we cannot die. 
Our Lord walks in the porches of 
Bethesda.” 


“Why did you not join the Lord of 
Life? Death is‘: about to get you,” he 
said almost sarcastically. 


“O death where is thy sting? O grave 
where is thy victory?” Then after a 
pause she added softly, “They are both 
illusions to those who have made room in 
their hearts for Him who is the Lord 
of Life.” 


“Do you really believe you can lick the 
bug with religion?” he asked somewhat 
ironically. “It seems to me that you are 
nearer the brink than I.” 


“The bug, as you call it, does not con- 
cern me. It thrives on flesh, but I am 
spirit. It will be dealt with by my Re- 
deemer when the stable of my self-will 
becomes His temple. You are worried 
by my physical condition. What if I 
suffered, not because of my diseased 
body, but due to the fact that He saw 
your need and arranged things this way 
for me to tell you of Him? Do you real- 
ize that I could not have talked to you 
had I been strong? You would have 
argued, in spite of your weakness. As it 
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was, you heard me in pity and not from 
respect.” 


“I wonder,” he said musingly, and 
then coughed metallically. After a 
lengthy pause he added, “You talk as if 
you were serious.” 


“Can anyone be frivolous in the face 
of death? Especially when he is un- 
accompanied by the God of Light. I 
have not the strength to joke and you 
have not the time to lose.” 


Her large brown eyes blazed with a 
divine fire. It was as if they searched 
his very soul. They made him forget 
her emaciated face, her pale lips, straight 
black hair and flat chest. He wondered 
what she would be like if she were well. 
He thought he detected signs that held 
out hope for her. His stay at various 
hospitals and sanitaritms, and his wide 
and intelligent reading, had made him a 
theoretic expert on tuberculosis. He 
knew of many cases that had been ar- 
rested; some that were cured. Could 
she be one of those? Just because medi- 
cine had failed him, that did not mean 
it might not help her. He could, at least, 
put his money to good account before 
he died. He was under no obligation to 
kill himself now. That matter could wait. 
If he could help her, life would still 
have meaning. 


FINDING CHRIST 


“At what Sanitarium are you?” he 
asked, making an effort to sound casual. 


“IT have a room on Wells Street for 
the time being. It will not be long before 
I can work again and find something 
better.” 


In spite of his agnosticism, Claude 
was impressed. He determined to say 
nothing that might weaken her faith. 
“Poor kid, let her have her hope,” he 
said to himself. “It is better than the 
blank dispair in which I am wallowing. 
Why not use my money and give her a 
chance at life?” With this thought in 
mind he turned to her and said: 


“Would it not be better if you had 
good attention in a Sanitarium? After 





all, you are physically ill and need help 
and care.” 


“IT have infinite help and the best 
of care at the hands of the Lord of 
Life Himself,” she replied. “He never 
fails. Here or there, I shall be well and 
happy. Here as long as I am needed; 
there, forever and ever. I no longer 
worry about myself, for I belong to Him 
who walks on the porches of Bethesda.” 


“I would like to help,” Claude per- 
sisted. “I realize that you are happy in 
your belief and fully resigned to what 
you feel is a higher will. But I feel 
that with real scientific and practical 
help you possibly could live your normal 
span of years. I am on the way out. 
Why not let me help you?” 


“I know you want to be kind,” she 
murmured. “I appreciate your sympathy. 
But I did not come to seek for, or to ex- 
tend sympathy, as such. [ came to 
tell you about your Savior and mine. 
I came to you with His word and promise 
. .. yet no mortal person sent me. ‘He 
works in mysterious ways,’ and so we 
met on the brink of death to behold the 
Lord of Life.” 


She was sitting beside him apparently 
unconscious of the gulf between them. 
She had sensed his despair and the 
danger he was in at the moment, She 
had been there herself before she met 
her Savior in the loneliness of a cheer- 
less room. He had brought her assur- 
ance and now she felt that it was He 
who had sent her with a message to 
the dying. 
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“Don’t think of me as just another 
salesperson who wants you to see things 
her way,” she pleaded. “Above all do 
not pity me. I have faith in my God 
and I have peace in my soul, and it is 
this I would share with you, my fellow 
sufferer. If you live in the Spirit, the 
flesh will be less of a problem.” 


Her words went home. Claude Wheeler 
began to see that she had what he lacked 
—the key to courage and the way to 
peace. Suddenly he arose, apparently 
without effort. He had not done this in 
weeks. A_ strange sensation passed 
through him as he stood before her. In- 
voluntarily he said, “I thank God you 
sat down on this bench. You have saved 
my life.” 


“Not I,” she replied kindly. “My Lord 
is not confined to the porches of 
Bethesda. He is the house itself.” 


“Amen,” he said reverently. “But in 


God’s name who are you?” 


“In His name—I am your sister in 
Christ.” 


* * * 


6¢ATOW there is at Jerusalem by the 

sheep market a pool, which is called 
in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having 
five porches. 


“In these lay a great multitude of im- 
potent folk, of blind, halt, withered, 
waiting for the moving of the water. 


“For an angel went down at a certain 
season into the pool, and troubled the 
water: whosoever then first after the 
troubling of the water stepped in was 
made whole of whatsoever disease he 
had. 


“And a certain man was there, which 
had an infirmity thirty and eight years. 


“When Jesus saw him lie, and knew 
that he had been now a long time in that 
case, he saith unto him, Wilt thou be 
made whole? 


“The impotent man answered hin, Sir, 
I have no man, when the water is 
troubled, to put me into the pool: but 
while I am coming, another steppeth 
down before me. 


“Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up 
thy bed, and walk. 


“And immediately the man was made 
whole, and took up his bed, and walked: 
and on the same day was the sabbath.” 
—John 5:2-9. 
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Weekly Sunday School discussions for the 
52 Sundays of 1945. . 


EVENTY-TWO years ago, in 1872, a 

Committee representing several de- 
nominational bodies prepared the first 
Uniform Series of Lessons for the Sun- 
day Schools of America. Today the Com- 
mittee consists of 65 persons, represent- 
ing 26 denominations in the United 
States and Canada. The members are 
nominated through these Church bodies 
and appointed by the International 
Council ‘of Religious Education. This 
Committee selects the topics, texts of 
Seripture, and devotional readings which 
appear at the head of each Lesson—to- 
gether with topics, Scripture, and mem- 
ory selections for the different age 
groups. 


These Outlines were first designated 
as, “The International Sunday School 
Lessons.” Now they are called, “The In- 
ternational Bible Lessons for Christian 
Teaching.” They are prepared in six-year 
cycles, The Lessons for 1945 began the 
first year of the cycle ending with 1950. 


In 1905, Dr. Martha Tarbell published 
the first TARBELL’S TEACHERS’ 
GUIDE based upon the International 
Sunday School Lessons. The years have 
in no way lessened her ability or en- 
thusiasm. Perhaps the key to this is 
found in the Introduction to her 1945 
Volume: 


“Start with a sense of expectancy— 
great things have come of great expec- 
tations. Whatsoever thy hand findeth to 
do, do it with enthusiasm, Should you not 
feel enthusiastic, determine to become 
so. Sit down to your preparation of each 
Lesson with a smile and a cheerful heart. 


“Dr. Frank Crane tells us that en- 
thusiasm is steam: ‘No matter how per- 
fect the machinery is, it will not go un- 
less there is force in it. The good worker 
needs not only enough enthusiasm for 
himself but plenty to spare for others.’ 


“Enthusiasm, if you have it not, can 
be engendered. Said Dr. Harper, when 
President of Chicago University: ‘Some- 
times I feel wildly enthusiastic; at other 
times I have no enthusiasm at all, When 
I have none then I create it.’” 





Determination such as this, not only 
creates enthusiasm in one’s self .. . it 
will extend to others. The Rector of a 
conservative Church decided it was time 
for a change and soon a surprising ac- 
tivity took place among. the members. 
When asked how it came about the Rec- 
tor replied: “I decided that the parish 
needed a new Rector, and I decided I 
would be that new Rector.” 


Dr. Tarbell believes that Church 
School teaching requires our very best, 
and demands the use of all the powers of 
mind and heart. William Lyon Phelps of 
Yale University said that one who has 
a thorough knowledge of the Bible may 
truly be called educated ... and that no 
other learning or culture, no matter how 
extensive, can become a proper substi- 


tute. 


This year’s Tarbell’s Guide, the fortieth 
from the pen of Dr. Tarbell, holds to the 
former high standard. One Commentator 
says: “It is carrying coals to Newcastle 
to tell the intelligent student of the In- 
ternational Lessons anything about Tar- 
bell’s.” Another comments: “It has come 
to be a household volume—new teaching 
methods, new suggestions, new illus- 
trations, everything good.” 


The Revell Company holds this Guide 
in high esteem, claiming it to be simple 
enough for any teacher, yet offering the 
skilled instructor helpful suggestions and 
aids. They say: “Its wealth of informa- 
tion, exposition, teaching hints and side- 
lights, makes the International Lessons 
usable in all schools—large and small, 
country and urban. The greatest triumph 
that has come to the Guide is the reputa- 
tion it now enjoys for making teachers 
of all who use it.” 


The Author states: “To enable teach- 
ers to remember and use this material 
has been my constant aim. In writing 
the Introduction, I have recalled with 
pleasure that this is the fortieth Volume 
of the Guide and the seventy-fifth an- 
niversary of the Fleming H. Revell Com- 
pany, its Publishers. 


(The 1945 edition of Tarbell’s Teachers’ 
Guide may be ordered from The Defender 
. . . Cloth Bound, Illustrated, Price $2.25.) 
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For The New Year 





IFE is a winding trail that leads from 
the cradle to the grave, and when I 
reach its distant end and start on the 
long journey from which no fellow trav- 
eler has ever returned, I hope to leave 
behind a world made better by my having 
lived. 


I want to leave in exchange for my 
every wrong a right; for every frown a 
smile, and for each and every doubt, a 
ray of sunshine and hope. To leave a 
flower wherever I chanced to place a 
thorn, and in exchange for every heart- 
ache and sorrow I may have caused, I 
want to leave a wealth of joy and hap- 


piness. 
—John Hall. 


Around the corner I have a friend, 

In this great city that has no end; 

Yet days go by and weeks rush on, 

And before I know it, a year has gone, 

And I never see my old friend’s face, 

For life is a swift and terrible race. 

He knows I like him just as well 

As in the days when I rang his bell 

And he rang mine. We were young- 
sters then, 

And now we are busy, tired men— 

Tired of playing a foolish game, 

Tired with trying to make a name. 


“Tomorrow,” I say, “I will call on Jim, 

Just to show that I’m thinking of him.” 

But tomorrow comes—and tomorrow 
goes, 

And the distance between us grows 
and grows. 

Around the corner—yet miles away — 

“Here’s a telegram, Sir” ... “Jim 
died today!” 

And that’s what we get — and deserve 
in the end, 

Around the corner, a vanished friend. 

—Towne 


Life begins at forty; so do fallen arch- 
es, lumbago, wrinkles and the tendency 
to tell the same story to the same person 
three or four times. 


Youth is pert and positive, age modest 
and doubting. So ears of corn, when 
young and light, stand bolt upright, but 





hang their heads when weighty, full and 
ripe. 
—Franklin 


No one is useless in this world who 
lightens the burdens for someone else. 
—Dickens 


As yesterday is history — tomorrow 
may never come — I will try to do all the 
business I can honestly, have all the fun 
I can reasonably, do all the good I can 
willingly, and save my digestion for 
thinking pleasantly. 

—Stevenson 


Men are like steel; when they lose 
their temper they become worthless. 


It is not what we eat but what we di- 
gest that makes us strong, not what we 
gain but what we save that makes us 
rich; not what we read but what we 
remember that makes us learned; and not 
what we profess but what we practice 
that makes us Christians. 

—Bacon 


When I was a boy of fourteen my 
father was so ignorant I could hardly 
stand to have the old man around. But 
when I got to be twenty-one, I was as- 
tonished at how much he had learned in 
seven years. 

—Mark Twain 


I had no shoes and complained — until 
I met a man who had no feet. 


To be honest, to be kind; to earn a 
little and to spend a little less; to make, 
upon the whole, a family happier for his 
presence; to keep a few friends; above 
all, on the same grim condition, to keep 
friends with himself —here is a task 
for all that a man has of fortitude and 
delicacy. 

—Stevenson 


Remember that if the opportunities for 





great deeds should never come, the op- 
portunity for good deeds is renewed day 
by day. The thing for us to long for 
is the goodness, not the glory. 

—Fuber 


There is one thing in this world better 
than making a living, and that is making 
a life. 

—Russell 


Wear your learning like your watch, 
in your pocket, and do not pull it out 
merely to show that you have it. 

—Chester field 


Never be hurried, do everything tran- 
quilly and with a restful spirit; do not 
lose your inward peace for anything 
whatsoever, not even when all seems go- 
ing wrong. 

—Francis de Sales 


Nothing gives one person so much ad- 
vantage over another as to remain cool 
and unruffled under all circumstances. 

—Thomas Jefferson 


He approaches nearest the gods who 
knows how to be silent when he knows 


he is in the right. 


—Cicero 


There are hermit souls that live with- 
drawn, 

In the place of their self-content; 

There are souls, like stars, that dwell 
apart, 

In a fellowless firmament; 

There are pioneer souls that blaze 
their paths, 

Where highways never ran — 

But let me live by the side of the road, 

And be a friend to man. 


Let me live in my house by the side 
of the road, 

Where the races of men go by, 

The men who are good and the men 
who are bad, 

As good and as bad as I. 

I would not sit in the scorner’s seat, 
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Nor hurl the cynic’s ban — 
Let me live in a house by the side of 
the road, 
And be a friend to man. 
—Foss 


A man may fall into a thousand per- 
plexities, but if his heart be upright and 
his intelligence unclouded, he will issue 
from them all without dishonor. 

—Robert Louis Stevenson 


Turn your back on any leader who of- 
fers you ease and affluence without work. 
For the day you accept that philosophy 
your future will be behind you. 

—Willis 


Some people are so constituted they 
would rather lose a friend than an ar- 
gument. 


Blessed is the man who does not belly- 


ache. 
—Elbert Hubbard 


Good manners is only a happy way of 
doing things. 
—Emerson 


The greatest of faults, I should say, is 
to be conscious of none. 
—Carlyle 


Not in the clamor of the crowded 
street, 
Not in the shouts and plaudits of 
the throng, 
But in ourselves are triumph and 
defeat. 
—Longfellow 


The truly great are not feared. It is 
a mark of ill breeding when one delights 
in frightening others. The more com- 
fortable people feel in your presence, 
the finer gentleman or lady you are. The 
more you are feared, the lower you dwell 
in the animal kingdom. 


Men will wrangle for religion; write 
for it; fight for it; die for it; anything 
but — live for it. 

—Colton 


Be yourself, simple, honest and unpre- 
tending, and you will enjoy through life 


the respect and love of friends. 
—Sherman 
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III T Is Nal A A AOTC TEE DOG NE MTT 

It is literally true that the only great 
men in all history are the men who have 
been the greatest servants. 





—Jenkins 





When you are so devoted to doing The quality of attention . . . like cer- 


what is right that you press straight on | tain plants which the poorest peasant 

and disregard what men are saying | May grow in the poorest soil... can be 

about you, there is the triumph of moral | cultivated by anyone, and it is certain 

courage. in its own good season to bring forth 
—Phillips Brooks flowers and fruit. 

—Dickens 


Fortune does not change men; it only 


I wholly disapprove of what you say 
unmasks them. 





—Racononi — Turn To Page 22. 
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but will defend to the death your right 


to say it. 
—Voltaire 


Minds are like parachutes; they only 


function when they are open. 
—Ervine 


The wisest thing we suppose 
That a man can do for his land 
Is the work that lies under his nose 
With tools that lie under his hand. 
Promise is good, intention is better, 
Performance is best. 

—Kipling 


I find the great thing in this world is 
not so much where we stand as in what 
direction we are moving. 

—Oliver Wendell Holmes 


Those who deny freedom to others de- 
serve it not themselves; and, under the 
rule of a just God, cannot long retain it. 

—Lincoln 


We get something for nothing and then 
complain because we don’t get any div- 
idends. 


Blessed is the man who, having noth- 
ing to say, abstains from giving us wordy 
evidence of the fact. 

—George Eliot 
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Knowledge and timber shouldn’t be 
much used until they are seasoned. 
—Holmes 


The entire object of true education is 
to make people not merely to do the right 
thing, but to enjoy the right thing; not 
merely industrious, but to love industry; 
not merely pure, but to love purity; not 
merely just, but to hunger and thirst for 
justice. Education does not mean teach- 
ing people to know what they do not 
know; it means teaching them to behave 
as they do not behave. 

—Ruskin 


A man should hear a little music, read 
a little poetry, or see a fine picture every 
day of his life in order that worldly cares 
may not obliterate the sense of the 
beautiful which God has implanted in the 


human soul. e 
—Goethe 


I know the Lord is always on the side 
of right, but it is my constant anxiety 
and prayer that I and the Nation be on 


the Lord’s side. 
—Lincoln 


Even a fool may shine in the high 
places if he refrains from talking .. . 
There are only two good men, one dead, 
the other unborn . . . One dog barks at 
something, and a hundred bark at the 
sound .. . The pretense to satisfy one’s 
desire by possession is like putting out a 
fire with straw ... A diamond cannot be 
polished without friction nor man per- 
fected without trials ... Great pilots are 
made in rough waters and deep seas . 
Every little frog is great in his own bog 

A wise man reflects before he 
speaks; a fool speaks and then reflects 
on what he has uttered ... A journey 
of one thousand miles begins with one 
step ... Hospitality is commended to be 
exercised, even toward an enemy, when 
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he cometh to thine house. The tree does 
not withdraw its shadow, even for the 
woodcutter. 

—Chinese Proverbs 


God never alters the robe of righteous- 
ness to fit the man, but the man to fit 
the robe. 


The men who move the world are the 
men who do not let the world move them. 


By lifting the burdens of others we lose 
our own. 


The gentleness of Christ is the come- 
liest ornament that a Christian can wear. 


Phillips Brooks was correct when he 
said of Christ: “His power is greater than 
all the armies that ever marched, all the 
navies that were ever built, all the parlia- 
ments that ever sat, and all the kings 
that ever reigned.” 


Sunset and evening star, 
And one clear call for me! 

And may there be no moaning of the bar 
When I put out to sea. 

But such a tide, as moving seems asleep, 
Too full for sound or foam, 

When that which drew from out the 

boundless deep 

Turns again home! 


Twilight and evening bell, 
And after that the dark! 

And may there be no sadness of farewell 
When [I at last embark; 

For tho’ from eut our. bourne of time 

and place 

The flood may bear me far, 

I hope to see my Pilot face to face 
When I have crossed the bar. 

—Tennyson 
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The Best Plan For Bible Reading 


H. H. Halley ... Chicago, Illinois 





OR over fifty years I have been a 

fairly continuous student of the Bible, 
and have experimented with many plans 
of Bible reading. This message is writ- 
ten to state what I have come to think is 
about the best all around plan for the 
average Christian to follow. 


It is based on two assumptions. 


FIRST. We ought systematically to 
read the Whole Bible through with rea- 
sonable frequency. The Whole Bible is 
God’s Word. It is all One Story, a literary 
structure of profound and marvelous 
Unity. No part of it is superfluous. Every 
part of it is essential. In order to have 
a proper understanding of God we need 
to be familiar with His Whole message. 
That it may have opportunity to do its 
blessed work ON our lives we need to 
keep it fresh IN our minds. 


SECOND. Some parts of the Bible 
touch our lives more directly and more 
intimately than other parts, and should 
be read more often. In the Old Testa- 
ment God’s revelation of Himself was 
only partial. In the New Testament it is 
complete. Certainly we should read New 
Testament books more often than we 
read Old Testament books. 


In each Testament some books are 
more important than others. In the Old 
Testament the Psalms assuredly hold a 
pre-eminent place for devotional read- 
ing. In the New Testament the Four 
Gospels, because they tell us directly 
about our Saviour, are most important 
of all, and are entitled to first consid- 
eration in any plan of Bible reading. In 
each book of both Testaments certain 
passages are exceptionally fine, and 
should be marked for additional reading. 


Would it be out of the way to say that 
for each time we read the Old Testament 
through we read the Psalms and the 
New Testament an extra two or three 
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times? And that for each time we read 
the New Testament through we read the 
Four Gospels an extra time or two? A 
plan something like this: 


The Old Testament ..................22.--- Once. 
The Psalms ............ Three or four times. 
The Gospels ................ Five or six times. 


Rest of New Testament ............ 
sn aabantee Three or four times. 


Would not such an arrangement make 
a very well balanced program of Bible 
reading ? 


How often should we thus cover the 
Bible, with extra reading of certain parts 
of it, as above outlined? 


Once a year. Some might do it twice 
a year, or oftener, Others, with less time, 
and less devotion to God’s Word, might 
spread it over two years or more. But for 
the general average [I think once a year 
would be about right. And it would be 
simpler to make the year’s program co- 
terminous with the calendar year, begin- 
ning each time with January and end- 
ing with December. 


Such a plan would require an average 
of twenty to thirty minutes a day, which 
is not too much time for any Christian 
who takes his religion at all seriously. 


The plan is based on the postulate that 
Bible reading is entitled to a worthwhile 
place in a Christian’s life. A minute a 
day, or three minutes, or five minutes, 
is not a sufficient offering of our time 
to God. Neither are any of the current 
manuals of daily devotion a substitute 
for God’s Word. The BIBLE ITSELF is 
the Christian’s devotional book. We must 
not neglect it, nor substitute something 
else for it. We have eight hours for 
work, eight hours for sleep. Surely out 
of the remaining eight hours we can find 
half an hour for the direct cultivation of 
our life with God in God’s Own Word. 
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And this should be separate from, and 
in addition to, our study of the Bible in 
preparation for sermons, addresses, Sun- 
day school lessons, etc. Never should we 
allow ourselves to consider such studies 
a substitute for our daily devotional 
reading of the Bible. 


There is a decided difference between 
studying the Bible to find something to 
preach to others, and in studying it to 
find something for our own personal 
benefit. I fear that many Preachers, so 
busy preparing their sermons, yield to 
the fatal temptation to neglect this de- 
votional reading of the Bible. How else 
account for the lack of spiritual power in 
so many pulpits? 


Neither should we consider special 
studies of Biblical books or subjects to 
be a substitute for systematic Bible 
reading. Such special studies are indeed 
valuable, but are apt to give us a one- 
sided view of Bible teachings unless with 
some degree of frequency, we have the 
whole Bible story pass through our 
minds. 


Then, too, there are two approaches to 
the Bible: Intellectual and Devotional. In 
measure they may be combined, but 
usually one or the other predominates. 
Surely we need to use our Intelligence, 
and make every effort to properly under- 
stand the Bible;/but that is of little 
value unless we apply it to our own 
lives. In our daily Bible reading the De- 
votional is supposed to predominate. 
Moreover, continuous regular thoughtful 
reading of the Bible helps us to under- 
stand it. 


As for the technique of the plan: No 
part of the Bible should go too long with- 
out reading. Some parts of the Bible are 
much easier to read than other parts. So, 
instead of going consecutively straight 
through the Bible, spending all of our 


— Turn To Page 24. 





Dr. Winrod’s illustrat- 
ed tract folder, “THE 


GIOUS LIBERTY,” is 
enjoying a large circula- 
tion. Price 5 cents each 
— 30 copies $1.00. Or- 
der from The Defender. 














24 


Defender 


JANUARY, 1945 








..- From Page 23... 





daily reading time on one portion of 
Scripture, divide the Bible into four or 
five sections, and read a chapter or two 
daily in each section, in a plan some- 
thing like this: 

Genesis to Esther, to be read Once a yeer. 
Job to Malachi, except Psalms, Once a year. 
Psalms, Three or Four times a year. 

The Four Gospels, Five or Six times a year. 
Acts to Revelation, Three or Fonr times. 


le ll et 


Thus daily reading in four or five dif- 
ferent parts of the Bible will greatly 
stimulate interest, and gradually build in 
our hearts a genuine love for God’s 
Word. 


The plan is not as complicated as it 
looks. On the contrary it is very 
SIMPLE. Have five slips of paper, one 
for each section, to mark the starting 
place for the next day, indicating with a 
pencil the chapter number. Also, for the 
sections that are to be read more than 
once a year, mark which reading it is. 
For example, when you get through the 
Psalms once, move the slip back to the 
first chapter, or get a new slip, and mark 
it “2nd reading.” And so for the rest of 
the sections. Then next year start the 
program all over again. And so through- 
out life. 


Two chapters a day in each section, or 
ten chapters in a day in all, if read every 
day, would complete the program con- 
siderably ahead of the end of the year. 
Thus, in the plan, there is margin for 
occasional omissions when we are 
pressed for time. And, if we are fairly 


faithful, there will be time for re-read- 
ing favorite chapters. 


For myself, I found the plan as above 
outlined the most satisfactory I have 
tried, and I heartily commend it to 
others, If your church has a program of 
Bible reading, then that is the program 
for you to follow. But alas, I know of 
few churches whose Pastors are making 
any ‘serious effort to lead their people 
in a worthwhile habit of Bible reading. 
So it is up to each of us to adopt a plan 
of our own. 





What Prayer Did 














PRAYER in 1620 at Plymouth, Eng- 
land, safely guided the Mayflower with 
the Pilgrims to the New World. 

PRAYER in 1623 at Plymouth, New 
England, saved the Pilgrim Fathers from 
starvation. 

PRAYER in 1777 at Valley Forge saved 
the Continental Army and won the war 
for American independence. 

PRAYER at Philadelphia saved the 
Constitution Convention and gave birth 
to the American Way of Life. 

PRAYER in 1857 saved America from 
economic destruction. 

PRAYER in 1917 ended World War 
Il, and the lack of prayer started World 
War II. 


“If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and 
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Church buildings destroyed must 


To do our share in this under- 








pray, and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways, then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land.” II Chronicles 7:14, 


—Dr. Mel Morris. 
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had waited and fought and prayed to 
the point of exhaustion. Chaplain Davies 
began to count them as he ran, just as 
he counted the planes in returning 
formations, fearfully and_ thankfully. 
They were five—six—seven. The medi- 
cal detachment went into the wreckage. 
Three of the Terrier’s crew must still be 
inside.” 


Rex Madden, Captain of the ship, ap- 
peared with a grim expression on his 
jace. He had seen three of his best men 
killed in the flight just completed. To 
them he was the most skilled pilot in the 
group, and “almost the best at the 
base.” It is here that Madden, the hero 
of “VISIBILITY ZERO” enters the scene. 


At this point the story increases in 
tempo and moves rapidly from one 
breath-taking incident to another—all 
true to life as flyers of the armed forces 
are these days living, working, fighting, 
praying, eating, sleeping, dreaming of 
the day when the struggle will end and 
they can return to wives, mothers, 
fathers, sweethearts ... and home. 


Madden makes his official report to 
superior officers on the sortie that re- 
sulted in such great losses. He walks 
slowly back to officers’ quarters. The 
field lights are off. Lieutenant Gaslin 
steps out of the semi-darkness, grasps 
his shoulder and asks: “Captain, how 
do you manage to carry on as you do? 
There’s your best friend, dying for all 
you know, and you go calmly to your 
bed as though nothing has happened. 
What are you made of? Stone?” 


To which Madden replies: “No Don. 
I'm just as worried as you are. Right 
now all I can think about is Dixie and 
how he'll get along. I think I’ve been 
more upset than you'll ever be. But 
would you really like to know what has 
given me self-control?” 


“Of course I would. I’d give anything 
for it.” 


“That isn’t enough, Don. The question 
is: Are you willing to give everything?” 
He leaned forward and pressed a small 
oblong khaki book into the co-pilot’s 
hand. The latter knew what it was by 
the feel of it. “The answer is here, Read 
this Testament every day: when we're 
in the air and when we're on the 
ground. Follow its teachings and accept 
its Christ. Confess your sins and pray! 
That is my way of going on missions 
repeatedly regardless of what happens.” 





Most of the men of the Terrier crew 
were Christians. It was their custom to 
hold a special prayer meeting before 
every flight. Dixie, one of their number, 
was especially religious. His recovery 
from a serious injury brought encour- 
agement to the entire group. 


Their training had included long and 
arduous months studying mathematics, 
learning motors, flying under instruc- 
tors who followed the rigid practice of 
discharging a man at the first indication 
of weakness. But before going overseas, 
Madden and the other members of his 
crew, added another subject to the cur- 
riculum—namely, PRAYER. 


* * * 


T this juncture, “VISIBILITY ZERO” 

brings the Reader back abruptly to 
the United States ... and gives a de- 
tailed account of the religious convic- 
tions of each member of the crew. the 
homes and sections of the Country from 
which they emerged, the major experi- 
ences encountered during training, their 
loves, hopes, ambitions, desires. 


Finally, all the threads are woven into 
the fabric of a fascinating, romantic, edu- 
cational and inspirational novel. 


Tragedy and pathos, sorrow and suf- 
fering, joy and aspiration—and above 
all the comforting presence of Christ in 
times when men’s souls are being tested 
to the limit of endurance, are flashed be- 
fore the Reader like rapid-moving pic- 
tures on a silver screen. 





The germinus of “VISIBILITY ZERO” is 
reached in the great fact that prayer 
truly operates as a soul-strengthening, 
morale-building, courage-creating, mir- 
acle-working force ...in the air, and on 
land and water, wherever men are sent 
to meet demands resulting from the pres- 
sure of war. 


Zondervans are to be congratulated 
for having come upon such a useful 
manuscript, to be released at a time 
when a message of this kind will bring 
such great blessing to Christian parents 
and Christian boys who read itl 


SERGEANT ALVIN YORK 


“I used to drink liquor: drank it for 
ten years; drank it until I broke the 
hearts of those who loved me and 
prayed for me. And then one night in 
1914 I knelt at the altar in a little moun- 
tain Methodist Church in East Tennessee, 
and confessed and repented of my sins. 
I arose from that altar a new man in 
Christ Jesus, and I broke with liquor 
forever. 








“Since my conversion there are three 
things I have never done: I have never 
taken a drink of liquor; I have never 
smoked a cigarette; I have never sworn 


an oath.” 


Sergeant York will be remembered as 
the soldier who disarmed and brought in 
153 German prisoners in the first World 
War. 

















ent war. 


, 


Order your copy of “Visibility 
Zero” without delay. The latest 
book resulting from the pres- 
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A Life To Share 


...A Review of Rev. Vernon M. Spivey’s Book... 





AID the wise man in Ecclesiastes 

12:12, “Of making many books there 
is no end.” But, occasionally the brain of 
a twentieth century author, and the 
brawn. of our modern printing industry, 
combine to produce a distinctive type of 
book . . . characterized by common 
sense, sincerity of purpose and original- 
ity of thought. 


Vernon M. Spivey, Preacher, Musician, 
Inventor and Editor takes eighteen 
chapters in which to cover the field on 
which he has chosen to write. The work 
is so constructed that it falls into three 
general divisions. 


SECTION ONE ... The first ten chap- 
ters contain an autobiography of the 
Author. They are highly personal and 
tell the story of his trials and tribulations, 
disappointments and triumphs. 


SECTION TWO .. . The next five 
chapters bear the title, “Making Your 
Dreams Come True.” They contain five 
forceful messages on paths to power, the 
art of changing barriers into blessings— 
as Ralph Parlette would say, “post 
graduate work in the University of Hard 
Knocks.” 


SECTION THREE .. . The last three 
chapters are devoted to a Business Plan 
in which Rev. Spivey hopes to arouse 
interest among Bible-believing Christian 
folk. He believes the project offers an 
opportunity to serve Christ’s Cause and 
at the same time produce honest dollars 
through mutual cooperation. 


In addition to the foregoing outline, 
there are 15 full-page photographs, il- 
lustrating the text. 


I. 


Elbert Hubbard once said: “Never ex- 
plain. Your friends do not need it—and 
your enemies will not believe you any- 
way.” Mr. Spivey does not share this 





idea. In fact, he appears to hold axactly 
copposite view. He writes at length and 
gives meticulous details, to clear his 
name of certain slanderous charges and 
malicious gossip. 


At first the Reader may feel that the 
Author is dealing in petty matters, be- 
neath the attention of a man possessed 
of broad vision in Christian service. But, 
as the story of intrigue and duplicity un- 
folds, one comes to understand why it is 
being related . . . namely, Mr. Spivey, 
having traveled a toilsome road from 
obscurity to achievement, is launching 
upon a new program and wishes noth- 
ing of a personal nature to interfere, or 
in any way dog his steps. 


The following words are inscribed 
upon the Great Seal of the State of Kan- 
sas: “Ad Astra Per Aspera.” This motto 
might well be applied to every success- 
ful life: “To the Stars Through Difficul- 
ties.” Mr. Spivey has certainly had his 
share of difficulties! 


The ideals of special service, now 
reaching fruition, originated with him 
about thirty years ago. As a boy in Ten- 
nessee, attending a country church sing- 
ing school, the teacher had him stand on 
a chair, so the audience could see, as he 
directed congregational singing. This 
marked the beginning of his ambition to 
become an accomplished musician. 
Speaking of the incident, a Chicago 
newspaper article says: “From that mo- 
ment, the boy had the idea of being a 
singing director. He has realized his 
ambition. He never changed the type of 
song. He still directs singing of hymns 
and Christian music.” 


“A LIFE TO SHARE” is written in the 
conversational vein, as though the 
Author were speaking directly to the 
Reader. “It is in humility that I offer this 
book to the reading public,” he says, 
“prayerfully trusting that it will render 
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a particular service—be valuable to 
those who read it, since my goal in liv- 
ing is to’ encourage others by sharing 


- life with them while glorifying Christ.” 


In matters pertaining to religious be- 
lief he affirms his faith as being “'strict- 
ly fundamental”—which means of 
course that his religious concepts are 
regulated according to such basic doc- 
trines as the Inspiration of the Scriptures, 
the Deity of our Lord, Blood Atonement, 
Resurrection, Ascension and the Hope 
of His Appearing. Mr. Spivey wishes the 
book to “become a source of encourage- 
ment to others” but insists he “has not 
done anything as yet worth writing 
about.” 


He says: “Being a public man and 
conscious of the fact that many of his 
radio listeners and readers of his pub- 
lication, ‘Universal Educator,’ will prob- 
ably read this volume, your Author hav- 
ing been slandered, persecuted and 
‘stepped on’ by those who have en- 
deavored to ruin his good name, feels 
due to his plans, aspirations and service 
for the future, should pull out by the root 
every vestige of every false rumor so 
far as possible, that was ever perpe- 
trated against him.” 


Mentioning September 10, 1918, as the 
day of his conversion, he says: “My 
spiritual life began on that date. I can 
never forget that grand old song, ‘Just 
As I Am,’ which was being sung as I! 
went down the aisle.” He entered a night 
school, to study music, at Nashville, 
Tennessee, September 12, 1922. “There 
were those who laughed at me for even 
thinking that I would ever develop an 
acceptable voice.” In the fall of 1923, he 
entered the David Lipscomb College of 
Nashville. 

Four years later found him establish- 
ing residence in Chicago. He attended 

—Turn To Page 28. 


/STAMMER? 


This new 128-page book, ‘“Stammering, Its 
Cause and Correction,” describes the Bogue 
Unit Method for scientific correction of stam- 


mering and stuttering — successful 
for 44 years. Free — no obligation. 

Benjamin N. Bogue, Dept. 4650, Circle 
Tower, Indianapolis 4, Ind. 
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A Book That 94 Positively “Different” 








. » « ONE OF INSPIRATION AND OPPORTUNITY ... 


By Vernon M. Spivey ... Of Chicago 








several full-page photographs. 


This is more than a book. It is a “library,” It contains the Author’s autobiography, 
offers a system of practical philosophy, gives hints on business success, presents methods of 
spiritual attainment, unfolds Scriptural truth ... and submits a BUSINESS PROPOSI- 
TION of tremendous financial possibilities. “A Life To Share” embraces 100,000 words, 305 
large pages, printed on high grade enamel paper, bright red binding, stamped in gold letters, 




















You probably have read books on success and vari- 
ous biographies and autobiographies, but here is 
something entirely different. It not only contains a 
most gripping, dramatic, inspiring life story and 
philosophy of life, but also teaches in a simple, fas- 
cinating manner fundamental success principles 
based upon the conclusions of research scholars and 
successful business executives; and then opens the 
door of opportunity for the success principles enun- 
ciated, into reality by sharing in a very unusual 
Christian business movement, destined to grow to 
great dimensions. 


The Author discusses in a clear-cut, easily under- 
stood way fundamental success principles—a price- 
less treasury for building one’s life into a genuine 
success; and then the MOST UNUSUAL feature of 
all is that he discusses his own business develop- 
ments and plans, inviting readers to share their time 
and talent with him; and in turn share in the profits 
which the business produces. Briefly stated, he ex- 
plains a plan through which you may co-operate with 
other good men and women in your city, or in some 
nearby city, to the mutual advantage of all con- 
cerned. He tells how any sincere, honest, ambitious 
man, woman, boy or girl, without a penny, may grow 
with a Christian business enterprise to heights be- 
yond his fondest dreams. Yes, the Author of A 
LIFE TO SHARE actually plans to guide the de- 
velopment of local business units and give his inter- 
est to those who work their way in and up. 


(Starting with January, be a regular reader of 
“Universal Educator.” ) 





Commendations 


: “Excepting the Bible, it is the greatest source of 
inspiration I have ever read.”—ROY C. DEAVER, 
Abilene, Texas. 


“If we had more men with your determination and 
faith we would get something done for the Lord.” 
—H. G. BOYD, Frederick, Oklahoma. 


“It should help us to press onward to better things 
for the Master’s cause.”—J. H. HUNT, Hermiston, 
Oregon. 


“It is replete with thought that awakens one’s 
mental faculties to a fuller realization of his duties.” 
—LOUIE E. SPIVEY, Goodlettsville, Tennessee. 


“The book is very interesting and inspirational, 
edifying and educational.”"—THOMAS B. WAL- 
LACE, Chattanooga, Tennessee. 

“You faced many dark days and trying experi- 
ences.” —A. B. KEENAN, Detroit, Michigan. 

“You have a very fine business possibility in the 
Audio - Visual work planned.”— DELON GARY, 
Welchs Creek, Kentucky. 

“The book is beautiful, good paper, good print and 
excellent paper for the pictures.”,—MRS. ELVIRA 
DOBSON, Big Sandy, Tennessee. 

“I wouldn’t take the $2.00 back for the first few 
pages.”—A. M. JONES, Chattanooga, Tennessee. 


(The mailing of this Coupon may mark the turning 
point in your life.) 
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Free! 


R. SPIVEY is also Editor of the monthly Magazine, 

“UNIVERSAL EDUCATOR.” This rapidly-growing 
publication contains departments on Bible Teaching, 
Science, Philosophy, Music, Literature, Law, etc. It is, 
in the real sense of the word, a “Universal Educator.” 
The subscription price is $2.00 a year, but for those 
who order “A Life To Share” immediately, Mr. Spivey 
will send ABSOLUTELY FREE, the first three editions of 
1945 — covering January, February and March. The 
Offer has never before been made ... and may not 
be repeated. 


UNIVERSAL EDUCATOR 
Box 765 
Chicago 90, Illinois 


I am herewith enclosing $2.00, for which please 
send me one copy of A LIFE TO SHARE. I under- 
stand that I am also to receive FREE three copies 
of UNIVERSAL EDUCATOR, covering January, 
February and March. 


City I 
(Dealers Wanted) 

















“A Life To Share” 
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the University of Illinois, Chicago Uni- 
versity and took a Correspondence 
Course with LaSalle Extension Univer- 
sity. He served as Pastor, Evangelist, 
Radio Speaker, Instructor, Chorus Di- 
rector and Creator of the Singucator 
Course. It was in Chicago that he en- 
dured persecution and poverty, but 
finally surmounted incredible difficul- 
ties. We read, “NOW A BRIGHTER 
DAY HAS DAWNED.” 


II. 


Through years of suffering and an- 
guish, Mr. Spivey kept dreaming of bet- 
ter days to come. “The road is long in- 
deed that doesn’t turn somewhere,” he 
says. “So the turning point came. In 





fact, there was a blessing in diguise 
wrapped up on all this persecution and 
hardship.” Willingness to grow mentally 
and spiritually is presented as the first 
essential to “Making Your Dreams Come 
True.” 


“We think of springtime as a period 
of unusual growth because the vege- 
table kingdom awakens and unfolds 
.. First there is the bud, then the flower, 
and finally the full grown plant. The 
principle of growth is just as true among 
human beings .. . We will leave the 
thought of physical growth just now and 
consider growth in mentality ... 


“Mental growth is not for youth only, 
but all ages can roll back years through 
mental development. I care not, whether 
forty or eighty, you can still grow.” 





Christian Workers 3 E B L E 














TYPE SPECIMEN 












(Markings are printed in red) 


David's confidence in God's grace. 
A Psalm of Da'vid. 


WILL LEAD YOU 

TO DISCOVER 

THE GREATEST 
JOY 

IN GOD’S WORD 


Here’s a Bible to be 
owned and used by every 
Christian worker, in every 

Christian home. Com- 
pletely indexed and marked 
in red on the Theme of Sal- 
vation, this handsome edition 
of the King James version 
makes Bible study and teach-: 
ing easy. 


Three thousand selected texts 
are marked on an amazingly 
“simple plan, enabling you to find 
instantly and to read consecutively 
all passages on the topic you 
choose in both the Old and the 
New Testaments. 


Sey25 
\ 7 
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POSTPAID 


Contents: 390 page Bible Encyclopedia and Concordance, 32 page ref- 





erence summary, six page calendar for daily reading, pronunciation guide, 
16 pages of full color illustrations, 15 pages of sepia illustration, 17 maps in 
color, explanation of the use of the Center Column References and of the 
Christian Worker's Bible markings. Size 5% x 8 3/16 inches; 1'2 inches thick. 


Defender Publishers . . . Wichita 1, Kansas 











Then follows a dissertation on the ex- 
cellence of the Bible as the Inspired 
Word of God. No life can reach its high- 
est, best and fullest development that is 
not brought to conform with the pre- 
cepts of Scripture. “That incomparable 
volume is God’s Book.” 


In Parts, Two, Three and Four of 
“Making Your Dreams Come True,” Mr. 
Spivey discusses various phases of 
Practical Psychology and shows how 
compliance with certain principles of the 
mind, will enable one to build a success- 
ful, winning personality. This is essen- 
tial, he says, if a Christian would be 
properly fortified and equipped to rep- 
resent Christ in the world. 


Ill. 


The Author has invented a novel de- 
vice, somewhat resembling a portable 
victrola in appearance, called the SING- 
UCATOR. A picture of this instrument in 
operation, appears on page 290. Its 
sale and distribution comprises a vital 
part of his Audio-Visual Educational 
method of teaching. He uses both the 
eye-gate and the ear-gate systems of 
instruction—by means of film slides and 
electrical recordings. Five different 
Courses are being offered. The Music 
Course is described as follows: 


“The Singucator is a specially con- 
structed portable transcription and slide- 
film machine, built of the very finest ma- 


“terials, guaranteed to stand up under 


constant use over a long period of time, 
suited for individual, community and 
church usé—accommodating from one 
person to several hundred people.” 


Coming to the heart of Mr. Spivey’s 
“Business Plan and Offer,” we read on 
page 271: 


“Your Author is at this point ready to: 
introduce a Business Plan and Offer un- 
like anything about which you perhaps 
have ever read. Many books have been 
written by able men on success princi- 
ples but have you ever heard of a book 
where the Author, after teaching prin- 
ciples leading to success, creates a Busi- 
ness Plan, offering his Readers an op- 
portunity to become participants with 
him in his business, and over a period 
of years, giving his interest to them? 
Well, that is exactly what I propose 
to do.” 


Only the attention of trustworthy per- 
sons in solicited. “May I kindly suggest 
that this Offer is not being made to scof- 
fers, traitors or doubters,” says Mr. 
Spivey. “Cranks are not wanted.” 
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The Law Of The Upward Curve 





ESUS said, “I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly.” John 10:10. 


Spiritual Life is a gift in Christ to 
the members of His Body. It intensifies 
and sustains natural life; wherefore 
those that receive of the Life of the Son 
of God should have a corresponding in- 
crease of vitality, health, strength, mind- 
power and working efficiency. They 
should be whole, wholesome, and radiant 
with pure emotions and good-will. Out 
of the spiritual Life come all the virtues 
and attributes of the Christ character. 
Therefore, Christians should be honest, 
trustworthy, and clean of _ person, 
thought and speech. They should be 
buoyant, hopeful and _ optimistic—the 
happiest people in the world. 


Paul and Silas sang and praised God 
while in prison. Christ died and was 


entombed. He conquered death ard arose. 


triumphantly, The great funeral of 
Christianity is over. The victory is won. 
It is a time for rejoicing, and living the 
Victorious Life with triumphant faith 
and unfailng courage. 


Christian progress means growth in 
all that makes for usefulness to the 
self, to the family, and to society. It 
means larger and better personal influ- 
ence. It means putting off artificiality, 
insincerity, and the perverse tendencies 
of unregenerate human nature, and put- 
ting on the sincere, unassuming, straight- 


‘forward’ earnestness revealed in the 


character of Jesus. All human greatness 
is enlarged and exalted by Christian 
character. Because of gifts of Grace, 
Christians shculd excel in efficiency and 
dependability. . They should push for- 
ward to where they fill the principal 
places of responsibility. 


The science of the UPWARD CURVE 
relates to methods of so directing mental 
and spiritual energies as to make them 
conducive to health and strength, to hap- 
Piness, efficiency and attainment. The 
Science includes two general psychologi- 
cal laws, i. e., the law of mental action 
and reaction, and the law of attraction 
and reception. 


The law of action and reaction is that 
like produces like. Thus, all good, pure, 


aspiring, practical, successful, optimistic 
and devotional thoughts and desires re- 
produce their equivalents in the soul, 
vitalize the body, and enrich the char- 
acter. All wicked emotions—anger, mal- 
ice, envy, jealousy, etc.—chemicalize in 
toxic poisons that devitalize the body 
and correspondingly weaken the moral 
elements of personality. 


ACTION AND REACTION 


No one can live long in distressing 
emotions without suffering a correspond- 
ing loss of power. Building upon the 
fact of Christ’s Vicarious Atonement, 
permitting His new nature to be substi- 
tuted for the limitations of human na- 
ture, results in a spiritual inflow that 
increases soul and bodily strength. Hold- 
ing the consciousness of ability, effici- 
ency, power and victory tends to actual- 
ize them in the self, and thereby makes 
possible their realization in the outer 











A Good Letter 
From A New Subscriber 


world. Thinking, feeling and trusting in 
God’s presence and willingness to assist, 
opens a soul to His assistance; while 
doubting and denying Him, closes one 
to Grace as definitely as closing a blind 
shuts out the light. 


Thinking can be controlled by the will. 
A given line of thought persisted in 
tends to produce a corresponding emo- 
tion. Habitual right thinking awakens 
right emotions. The continuity of right 
emotions promotes strength and righte- 
ousness. A wrong or harmful emotion 
is overcome by an opposite emotion. To 
produce right emotions, one has but to 
think and will aright. Thus, if one is 
down-hearted and discouraged, by think- 
ing of one’s blessings, advantages, loyal 
friends, opportunities, the presence of 
God, His protection and providence, the 
mind takes the UPWARD CURVE. Soon 
there is a corresponding emotion of hope 


— Turn To Page 30. 











The Defender 
Wichita, Kansas 


Gentlemen: 


decided to subscribe. 


on Wednesday of this week. 


ments, which greatly interest me. 


number. Thank you. 


(Signed) 


every month. . . 
schools in a middle western State.) 











A sample copy of The Defender was recently sent to my husband. 
Only now have I had time to examine it. I like it so much that I have 


It contains so many good things; for instance, “The Wonderful Tem- 
ple” by Billy Sunday, which I think is very fine. I have read it several 
times and will save the clipping. I am thinking of using it at a meeting 


Then you have a review of Dr. Seagrave’s book, in which I am 
greatly interested. You also carry the Sunday School Lesson com- 
I am taking a Bible Correspondence 
Course and one of the lessons deals with Daniel’s Image, and you have 
an article on this very theme, “The Stone That Smote,” fitting right 
into my studies. This issue contains so many other good things. 


I have almost more reading material than I can find time to read, 
but MUST HAVE “THE DEFENDER” ALSO. So enclosed find 50 
cents, for which send the magazine a year beginning with the next 


Sincerely yours, 
Mrs. L. E. B. —. 





(Note: This letter ... typical of scores which reach Defender Headquarters 
was sent by the wife of a county superintendent of public 

















30 


Defender 














. «+ From Page 29... 





and optimism, which reacts as a stimulus 
to energy, courage and aspiration. 


As one may use hand or foot at will; 
so by practice one may exercise any 
mental element at will. As one may lock 
the hands together, and cause them to 
oppose each other in pushing or pulling, 
and by the gift of energy to one, cause 
it to overpower the other; so one emo- 
tion may be caused to oppose another, 
and either be given the ascendency by 
the action of the will. From this it is 
evident that all downward, depressing 
feelings and emotions may be overcome 
by their opposites. Right thought-forms 
persisted in awaken and sustain right 
emotions. 


To apprehend the process, think of a 
piano keyboard, and let middle-C rep- 
resent the normal self. Above middle-C, 
vibrations quicken; below, they slow 
down. Likewise, as we think and feel 
upward, mind-forces are quickened; when 
thought and feeling are downward, vi- 
brations slow down. The one increases 
life and all its powers and possibilities; 
the other decreases. Now the key to 
attainment in all things natural and 
spiritual consists in practicing thinking 
and feeling with the UPWARD CURVE, 
that reactions may be from above. 


As an aid to thinking with the 
UPWARD CURVE, draw an imaginary 
horizontal line: let the level of the line 
represent the norma] state of the self. 
Above the line, write health, strength, 
buoyancy, hope, joy, optimism, opulence, 
success, victory, inspiration, trust, faith, 
devotion, the presence and ministry of 
the Holy Spirit—all GOOD. Below the 


a | 
Immediately 


Subscribe for “Bible News 
Flashes” ... Dr. W. D. Herr- 
strom, Editor. 


(Price 25 cents the year.) 





























BIBLE NEWS FLASHES 
Box 7, Lake Street Station 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


Find 25 cents enclosed. Send Paper one 
year. 














line write weakness, sickness, fear, wor- 
ry, anger, jealousy, vanity, malice, hate, 
greed, intemperance, deceitfulness, hy- 
pocrisy, vice, unbelief, melancholy, self- 
pity, bitterness, discouragement, defeat, 
the presence and impositions of Satan— 
all EVIL. 


By thinking and feeling with the 
UPWARD CURVE, one comes to live in, 
partake of and embody what is above 
the line. Every moment of descent below 
the line has a harmful reaction on soul 
and body. No wise person chooses to 
go down into a dark cellar filled with 
noxious fumes; so no wise person ha- 
bitually lives in the cellar of depressing 
emotions. Everyone meets with irritat- 
ing experiences and trying circum- 
stances, which tend to give thought and 
emotion the downward curve. But this 
tendency can be quickly overcome by 
praise, gratitude, and other joy-produc- 
ing emotions. 


As a physical culturist strengthens 
muscles by flexing one against another, 
so the true believer by the application 
of the law of the UPWARD CURVE, 
strengthens personality through living 
on the higher levels. Every downward 
tendency is recognized as an opportunity 
for the exercise of an opposing emotion 
and will. Every base desire is an energy 
to be controlled, transmuted, and utilized 
in building personality and increasing 
efficiency. The precious thing about this 
law of action and reaction is that its 
potency and practicability may be dem- 
onstrated at any time. Thus, if one is 
vexed or excited, recalling the truth, and 
gratefully declaring, “In Christ I have 
poise, peace and harmony,” will enable 
the Holy Spirit to manifest these virtues, 
and the victory is won. If one is down- 
cast, one has but to look up and praise 
God for His joy, and in a few moments 
the reaction will come, 


One of the most subtle’ and fruitful 
sources of harmful reactions is self-pity. 
Most persons are injured more by re- 
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functioning the mental images and emo- 
tions of unhappy experiences than by the 
experiences. The desire for sympathy in- 
duces many to repeatedly recite and 
magnify their difficulties, to the injury 
of themselves and others. The wise mini- 
fy their ills and magnify their blessings. 
If a man continues to recount his fail- 
ures, he is soon numbered with them: 
the man that lives in the consciousness 
of power and success embodies them. 
When a man finds solace in self-pity, he 
has lost his courage. The strong and 
the noble are quick to give sympathy, 
but do not seek it. A true disciple finds 
his sufficiency in Christ, and increases 
by giving of his strength to cthers. 


ATTRACTION AND RECEPTION 


The law of attraction and reception 
is that like attracts and receives like. 
Thus, two musical instruments so keyed 
that their musical wave-lengths are the 
same will each receive the vibrations of 
the other and react in overtones and 
undertones; but if keyed differently, 
their vibrations will clash in discord and 
prevent overtones and undertones. This 
law obtains in telepathy. To receive and 
register in consciousness the mind-waves 
of another, one’s psychic vibrations must 
be such that the wave-lengths will be 
the same or a multiple of those received. 


Likewise, spiritual illumination is ex- 
perienced when, through the ministry of 
the Holy Spirit, the human spirit be- 
comes attuned to Ged. “The things of 
God are spiritually discerned.” As in 
secret wireless service, out of the thou- 
sands of instruments in operation, only 
those keyed to the sending instrument 
register a message; so among millions 
of Christians, only those that are attuned 
to God enjoy clear teaching and leader- 
ship of the Holy Spirit. 


The psychic world is vibrant with va- 
rious sorts of energies and influences. 
Those beneath are of the earth, earthy. 
If we attract them, they will draw us 
downward, Those above are superior to 








Christian Home 











ELDERLY PEOPLE Find 
A Christian Home 
All modern comforts at the low rate 


of $10.00 per week . . . 329 Market 
Street, Paterson, New Jersey. 














A New Halsey Book 
“THE TEN VIRGINS” - 35¢ 


A thorough study of Matthew 25. A 
subject that has been sadly neglected, but 
one of vital importance today. 

Acquaint your friends with the Bible by 
giving Halsey Books as gifts. Clear, con- 
cise verse by verse studies of Bible Truth. 
Send for Book and Tract List with samples. 








L. T. Halsey (Author and Publisher) 
Rosemead, Calif. 
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us. If we send out of their kind, we 
attract them, become one with them, 
and are thereby uplifted. Think and feel 
energy, efficiency and success with the 
UPWARD CURVE of hope and expect- 
ancy, and opportunity will open for their 
realization. Think and feel friendship, 
good-will and kindly interest toward 
everybody, with desire to add to their 
happiness or welfare, and friends will 
respond. Think and feel love and de- 
votion to God with the UPWARD 
CURVE of praise and gratitude, and the 
consciousness of His presence and guid- 
ance will be experienced. 


Thus, by habitually thinking and feel- 
ing with the UPWARD CURVE, onc at- 
tracts good and may steadily rise, no 
matter what one’s environment: every 
task becomes a means of character at- 
tainment, an opportunity for adding 
something of worth to personality. It 


is not what we do, but the motive in 
the action and the spirit that obtains 
in the doing, that determines its reac- 
tions and what will ultimately come 
to us. 


The magnetic, or drawing power, of 
an electric dynamo is in exact proportion 
to its outgoing energy. The slightest 
increase in the power projected, causes 
a corresponding increase in its magnetic 
pull. Every element of the mind may be 
likened to a miniature dynamo. The 
measure of its outgoing force determines 
its power of attraction. By intensifying 
mind and character elements, i. e., by 
positive thinking and feeling with the 
UPWARD CURVE, one may increase 
both capacity and personal attractive- 
ness. High and noble thinking gives 
power for corresponding deeds. High 
and holy aspirations bring corresponding 
inspirations and Divine Grace. 





A LETTER FROM ROGER BABSON 


EV. E. C. MUSSELMAN ... A Peni- 

sylvania Pastor and Defender Read- 
er, recently wrote a letter to Mr. Roger 
Babson, the world’s most noted statis- 
tician—and received the following sig- 
nificant reply: 





* * * 


Rev. E. C. Musselman, 
Wysox, Pa. 


Dear Dr. Musselman: 


Replying to your letter, I assume that 
you believe that we men and women 
consist of both “body and soul.” With- 
out such an assumption, we are plain 
materialists and fail to recognize spir- 
itual forces or any conception of God. 
Moreover, in the eyes of the scienists, 
we would then be classified with the 
lower animals. I, of course, believe that 
man is in a'class by himself with a soul 
as well as a body and I assume that 





you agree with me up to this point... . 


Ignoring heredity, which is a subject 
of itself, we know that we need only to 
expose ourselves from birth to a proper 
amount of fresh air, sunshine, food, 
sleep, etc., to have perfect bodies. We 
need not worry as to whether our eyes 
are to be developed properly or our 
teeth constructed or our heart kept 
pumping. This “exposure” to material 
forces attends to all these details and in 
addition develops legs of equal length, 
arms of equal size and performs a thou- 
sand other miracles. Our task is merely 
to expose ourselves properly to God's 
physical forces and live as we were in- 
tended to live and the result will be a 
perfect physical body. 


Given normal heredity, we likewise 
need only to live properly and expose 
ourselves to God's spiritual forces to 
have perfect souls. We can develop 
these spiritual qualities such as good 
judgment, integrity, initiative and in- 
spiration by merely exposing ourselves 
to God's rays, so to speak. Just as sleep 
is necessary for physical development, 
so quietness is necessary for spiritual de- 
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Clothe the Naked. 

| Shelter the Homeless. 
Preach the Gospel. 


Since 1932, we have served 2,000,000 meals. “Help us to help others.” 
ALLENTOWN RESCUE MISSION AND HOME, 25 North Fourth St. 
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velopment. As we absorb sunshine and 
food for body growth, we must absorb 
these unexplainable spiritual forces for 
soul growth. We may pray and medi- 
tate in the desert or on the mountainside, 
but for those of us in busy cities a quiet 
church seems to give us the best re- 
sults. 


Statisticians frankly recognize that the 
purpose of prayer is to influence us to- 
ward God rather than to influence God 
toward us. The reason why perhaps 90 
per cent of the prayers are ineffectual 
is because they are wrongly made with 
the purpose of influencing God. If prayer 
is to have a great place in our world of 
immutable law, it must be rendered for 
the primary purpose of putting us in 
tune with the Infinite and to change us, 
and not God. This is the best answer 
which I can give you to your letter. 


With kindest regards, I am 
Very truly yours, 
Roger W. Babson. 








TOMATOES 
| tum ONE VINE 


2 or 3 vines will produce enough 
tomatoes for the average family. 


New BURGESS CLIMBING 


Tipe GRoP 


Yay, TOMATO rapidly grows to a 
height of 10 to 18 feet. Grow 
on trellis, side of house or barn 
or as a bush in garden. Beautiful 
crimson, solid, meaty fruits of 
best quality, some weighing 
over 2 Ibs. each. The most pro- 
ductive of all tomatoes. Trial 
packet 10c—3 for 25c, postpaid. 
CASH PRIZE CONTEST 
Send for FREE Garden Book 
givingfulldetailsabout CASH 
PRIZES to growers of this 
wonderful tomato. 

BURGESS SEED & PLANT CO. 
387 C.T., GALESBURG. MICH. 
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“The best Dollar’s worth for the average teacher.” 

Moody Church News.‘‘A library of aidsin one volume.’* 

Arkansas Baptist. Truly spiritual—makes teaching 

easier. 320 pages, nearly 300,000 words. Attractive cloth 

binding with colored jacket. Money-Back guarantee. 
Order from your Bookseller or Direct 


THE HIGLEY PRESS bert. px Butler, Ind. 


Thousands say “IT’S THEBEST!”” 
Higley’s 1945 Commentary gives 
you 22 outstanding features. Indis- 
pensable to teachers and jolder stu- 
dents. Strongly Evangelical. Based 
on International Uniform lessons. 
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THE INFIDEL’S GRAVE. By Rev. 
Wm. M. Smith. Boone Publishing 
Company. Pages 42. Price 20 cents. 











“HE that diggeth a pit shall fall into 

it; and whoso breaketh a hedge, a 
serpent shall bite him.” Ecclesiastes 
10:8. 


The appearance of this book by the 
Superintendent of Union Bible Seminary, 
revives memories of a discussion which 
began in 1981 ... precipitated by a visit 
that Dr. Gerald B. Winrod made at that 
time to the grave of Chester Bedell at 
the village of North Benton, Ohio. 


Bedell was a noted infidel — bold, bla- 
tant and outspoken in his opposition to 
Christianity. He would frequently at- 
tend religious services at North Benton 
and neighboring Churches for the pur- 
pose of scoffing and registering his con- 
tempt for everything precious to the 
hearts of local believers. His very pres- 
ence would throw a chill over the meet- 
ings! 


Mr. Smith tells of conducting an evan- 
gelistic campaign near North Benton in 
1906, at which time he met Bedell. We 
read: “Thus it came about that one morn- 
ing I found myself on the way to visit 
Chester Bedell, the notorious infidel. The 
distance was about six miles. The horse 
we drove was not built for speed, and I 
had plenty of time to consider from all 
angles the errand which we had set out 
to accomplish.” 


““T have crossed the deep and threaded 
the jungles of Africa,” continues Mr. 
Smith, “but in no other experience have 
I felt such oppression and spiritual dark- 
ness as assailed me on that six-mile jour- 
ney that bright summer day. I was re- 
peatedly tempted to abandon the under- 
taking.” 


Bedell became famous for his bold and 
defiant statement: “If there is a God my 
grave will be infested with snakes.” 


In May, 1931, Dr. Winrod published an 








article in The Defender, telling of his 
trip to the cemetery and said: “I visited 
the grave in person, accompanied by Mr. 
E. E. Flowers. We saw six garter and 
black snakes. Mr. Flowers killed one. 
I photographed one. The sexton told 
us he had killed four that morning, and 
has killed as many as twenty in a single 
day. We saw angry looking holes around 
the curbing.” 


Dr. Winrod was told by a local citizen 
that a snake was found in the grave the 
day of Bedell’s funeral .. . and the reptile 
had to be killed before the coffin could 
be lowered. 


Returning to Mr. Smith’s new book, 
page 6: “About twelve years ago wide- 
spread attention was drawn to the fact 
that the grave was infested with snakes. 
At that time articles appeared in the 
columns of various religious papers in 
the United States and Canada calling 
attention to the strange fact. Investi- 
gation by various editors and others fully 
authenticated the fact that the grave 
was infested with snakes.” 


On page 41, Mr. Smith has repro- 
duced a photograph taken at the grave, 
showing five snakes strung from a pole 
— killed by Rev. Raymond E. Dobie when 
he visited the place in November, 19238. 


Page 42 contains another picture, show- 
ing Rev. A. S. Joppie holding in his hand 
a snake killed at the same place, on 
April 24, 1988. Mr. Smith reproduces a 
signed statement by this Pastor, which 
says in part: “The snake in the picture 
was killed at 3 p. m. on the day men- 
tioned. We killed three snakes on this 
day. This snake in the picture is 27 inch- 
es long, and I had it preserved in alcohol, 
and have it in my possession at this 
writing.” 


Prior to his death Bedell had a mon- 
ument of himself cast from bronze ... to 
be placed above his mortal remains. Mr. 
Smith reproduces a picture of it in the 
early part of the book. Bedell is shown 
standing on a square pedestal, holding 
aloft a scroll on which is inscribed the 
phrase, “Universal Mental Liberty.” Un- 


der his left foot is a replica of the Bible, 
bearing one word, “Superstition.” 

The Boone Publishing Company announces 
that their first edition of “THE INFIDEL’S 
GRAVE” is 10,000 copies. The low price (20 
cents the copy) assures large distribution. 





THREE BOOKS... by Dr. 
Otto J. Klink. 

















WHY I AM NOT A MODERNIST. 
Northern Gospel Publishing House. 
Pages 68. Price 35 cents. 


R. KLINK is an excellent writer. His 
thoughts are carefully worked out. 
His presentation reflects scholarship. -He 
knows where he is going! He has cour- 
age. He is an original thinker. In writ- 
ing his book he used a Philippic pen. 
He says: 


“The religious Liberalist tells us that 
Jehovah is the tribal god of the Israel- 
ites, occupying the same position among 
them as Moloch did among the Babylon- 
ians. They tell us that the Pentateuch 
was written by at least five unknown au- 
thors; that Abraham was a moon-god; 
that Elijah was an unfortunate prophet 
struck by lightning; that all Old Testa- 
ment books are Apocryphal writings, 
legendary, mythical, allegorical, and at 
best only a collection of the early na- 
tional Jewish literature; that the New 
Testament contains incredible stories; 
and we are told by the Modernist that 
the human race did not fall, the atone- 
ment is not of blood but example, the doc- 
trine of prayer is oldfashioned, that Jesus 
was just a fanatical young rabbi. We 
are told that the resurrection of Christ 
cannot be demonstrated, that to believe in 
inherited depravity is foolishness, and 
that the dogma of verbal inspiration has 
gone out of fashion. The Modernist is 
minimizing sin, deifying humanity and 
humanizing Divinity.” 

Having stated the position of the Mod- 


ernists, Dr. Klink proceeds to tear their 
ideas to pieces, at the same stroke de- 
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fending historical and evangelical Chris- 
tianity. This book will confirm the faith 
of the believer and fortify Christ’s Cause 
against Trojan Horse practices which are 
seeking to devitalize the Gospel program 
of the Lord Jesus Christ in America. 


* * * 


WHY I AM NOT AN ATHEIST. 
Published by the Author. Pages 32. 
Price 15 cents. 


ANY reasons for believing in the ex- 
istence of God are presented in this 
brochure. Innumerable facts, drawn from 
Science, Scripture, Logic and Experience 
are submitted in rapid succession. 


Dr. Klink tells this interesting story: 
“In my younger years an atheist chal- 
lenged me to debate on the existence of 
God. I answered him, ‘Why debate? I’ll 
make you a proposition. You bring a 
dozen persons to the meetings, who after 
they had become atheists were changed 
from sinful, mean, bad and dangerous 
men into good, clean, moral, conscien- 
tious, honest and truthful people. And 
I shall bring a dozen who were changed 
by belief in God and the redeeming power 
of the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ 
from worthless characters into decent cit- 
izens and were liberated from all manner 
of bad habits and faults and sins.’ The 
atheist is still looking for his dozen. Ev- 
ery Christian is an infallible proof that 
GOD IS.” 

* * * 


WHY I AM NOT AN EVOLUTION- 
IST. Published by the Author. Pages 
52. Price 25 cents. 


ORTUNATELY this book contains no 
wise-cracks or monkey stories. It 
quotes scientific authorities and deals in 
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demonstrated facts assembled from vari- 
ous departments of science. 


By its very nature, the theory of Evo- 
lution must forever remain in the hypo- 
thetical stage, for the reason that an 
actual demonstration is impossible. It 
cannot explain the origin of life, nor the 
origin of species. There are too many 
fundamental ‘differences between brute 
and man for sane thinkers to accept the 
theory of animal origin. Evidences from 
geology entirely negate it. True science 
and Christianity agree: “In the beginning 
God.” 





MEET YOUR CONGRESS. By John 
T. Flynn. Doubleday, Doran and Com- 
pany. Pages 157. Price $2.00. 











R. FLYNN, newspaperman and edi- 

tor, has been for many years an able 
and competent observer of Washington 
affairs. Few, if any, are better qualified 
to present a clearly delineated picture of 
the Congress of the United States. 


The Reader is first given an historical 
sketch of the Capital City and the Cap- 
itol Building. Then he is conducted on 
a tour of the Legislative branch of the 
Government, in which attention is called 
to many points of interest and several 
obscure facts unveiled. 


The Founders of the Nation sought to 
create an Executive department commis- 
sioned to carry out the will of Congress 
in administrating policies and measures 
formulated by that Body. It was not 
until the turn of the present century that 
a change appeared—an ominous trend 
toward bureaucracy, in which the Execu- 


tive began usurping powers belonging to 
the Legislative. 
This book is written in interesting and 
—Turn To Page 34. 
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“The Message is of far more im- 
portance than the Method of the 
Messenger. This is not a book on 
the technique of evangelism, but on 
the essential character of its Mes- 
sage,” says Dr. Zwemer in the Fore- 
word. 


The fourteen chapter titles are as 
follows: 


WHAT IS EVANGELISM? 
PAUL’S BVANGEL FOR OUR DAY. 
ON GOD’S ANVIL IN WARTIME. 
THE CROSS AS REVEALER OF SIN. 
THE CROSS VIVIDLY PORTRAYED. 
THE GOSPEL OF THE RESURRECTION. 
THE BASIS AND MOTIVE OF 

VV ANGELISM 
FAI IN THE SOIL. 
CLAY IN THE HANDS OF CHRIST. 
ITINERANT EVANGELISM. 
THROUGH EYE-GATE TO MANSOUL. 
STORMING EBAR-GATE. 
POSSESSING OUR POSSESSIONS. 
“HIS MINISTERS A FLAME OF FIRE.” 
BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


$1.50 


DEFENDER PUBLISHERS 
Wichita 1, Kansas 














to be in existence. 


cal viewpoint. 


“The Reported Discovery Of Noah’s Ark” 


By Dr. A. J. Smith 


The Author, President of Intercession Bible College, believes the Ark 
He quotes Josephus, Marco Polo and modern author- 
ities. He tells the story of an aviator who claims to have seen the vessel 
lodged at the top of Mount Aarat... also a searching expedition launched 
by the Turkish Government. He quotes authorities from Persia, Russia, 
England, and America. He regards the matter as important from propheti- 


- 6O Cents... 
Defender Publishers . . . Wichita 1, Kansas 




















34 


Defender 





JANUARY, 1945 





... From Page 33... 





understandable language. The Author 
discloses the working of Congress. He 
tells how laws are made, discusses the 
filibuster, the caucus, minority might and 
majority rule, congressional privileges, 
the power of the purse and many other 
subjects. He shows that the Congress 
is the very backbone of our Government. 
Any surrender of its powers, as proposed 
by the pseudo-liberals and a certain breed 
of columnists, means sacrificing the rights 
of the people. 


The Author says: “I have noted with 
concern the turn that criticism of Con- 
gress has taken. It has been a concerted 
drive to make the people believe that 
Congress is an aggregation of fools and 
knaves and that it is no longer capable 
of serving a complex modern industrial 
state. My hope is that a clearer under- 
standing of Congress as it is, rather than 
in caricature, will enable our people to 
form a sounder opinion of its place in the 
free Government in America.” 





KEEPING YOUR CHURCH IN- 
FORMED. By W. Austin Brodie. 
Fleming H. Revell Company. Pages 
125. Price $1.50. 











HE AUTHOR, a Christian Layman, 

has had unusual experience as a jour- 
nalist, advertising expert, newsfaper man 
and teacher of’ journalism. This volume 
is second in a series known as CHURCH 
PUBLICITY HANDBOOKS. The first, 
entitled, “Keeping Your Church In the 
News,” met with immediate success and 
received a hearty welcome among Min- 
isters and Church officers, 


“Interest in religion and the Church 
following the coming of peace,” Mr. Bro- 
die predicts, “will surpass anything in 
this Country’s religious history during 
the past half century. This is already 
being demonstrated by the participation 
in religious work, which is now taking 





place among the members of our armed 
forces. Every medium which is capable 
of bringing men and women, as well as 
children, into the folds of religion, must 
be utilized. The newer techniques must 
be used. The older techniques must be 
intensified. Among these are the use of 
newspapers in both the advertising and 
promotional fields. 


Some of the important subjects treated 
in these pages are as follows: 


How the graphic arts can aid the Church. 

What the layman should know about 
printing. 

An outline of the most effective uses of 
type. 

Duplicating methods and machines. 

Proper use of addressing equip 

Money-saving hints on mailing. 

Effective Church stationery. 

Hints on editing copy. 

Church publications and their production. 





A number of related fields are dis- 
cussed in this book. Mr. Brodie believes 
that every Christian institution, worthy 
of the name, should sponsor its own pub- 
lication— not only for its membership, 
but to be distributed among those whom 
it wishes to interest in the local com- 
munity. A number of plans are suggest- 
ed whereby such publications may be 
launched. 





JOB, A PATIENT SUFFERER. Rev. 
R. A. Beltz. Boone Publishing House. 
Pages 48. Price 30 cents. 











Ww DO good people have to suffer? 
The Author says: “It is easy to un- 
derstand why the wicked suffer . . . but 
why an all-wise God permits the right- 
eous to suffer is a question hard to an- 
swer.” This book is described as con- 
taining “at least a partial answer to this 
perplexing question.” 


Mr. Beltz says that . . . the book of 
Job is believed to be the oldest book in 
the Bible . . . Job resided in eastern 
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Arabia ... his age of 200 years suggests 
he lived during the patriarchal period... 
because the book contains no reference to 
the Mosaic law, he must have lived prior 
to the time of Moses . . . some believe 
Moses penned the record, while others 
insist Job himself was the author. . 
“However, the time he lived, and the 
author of the story, are not nearly so 
important as the message itself.” 


In discussing the faithfulness of this 
man, Satan suggested he served God only 
for material gain. “Doth Job fear God 
for nought? Hast thou made an hedge 
about him, and about his house, and about 
all that he hath on every side?” It is 
an encouraging fact that God places a 
hedge around His children, and Satan 
cannot penetrate those sacred precincts 
without His permission. 


Job endured seven tests. They were 
the loss of Property and Possessions, Be- 
reavement, Illness, Family Dissension, 
False Friends and the Silence of God. 
Yet his faith did not waver. He did not 
charge God foolishly. When he finally 
heard the heavenly voice again, in humil- 
ity he said: “I abhor myself, and repent 
in dust and ashes.” 


We have help today which Job did not 
enjoy. We are sustained by the promises 
of Isaiah 41:10, Romans 8:28, II Timothy 
1:12, and hundreds more in God’s Word. 
We derive encouragement from the ex- 
periences of Christian saints in ages past. 


The foregoing review outlines, in a 
limited way, the approach of Mr. Beltz 
as he analyzes this wonderful Old Testa- 
ment narrative. 





Help increase the usefulness of 
The Defender during 1945 ... by 
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TWO BOOKLETS by Evangelist John 
L. Bray. Published by the Author. 
Pages 32. Price 15 cents each. 











ACH booklet contains a series of short 
sermons preached and published by 
Mr. Bray in connection with his evangel- 
istic work. They are soul-winning mes- 
sages. 


“BLOOD OF CHRIST.” In this ser- 
mon the Author says: “We need to preach 
the blood! Though Liberalists and Mod- 
ernists have thrown it out of their pul- 
pits and substituted a Social Gospel in its 
place, yet the blood of Jesus Christ is the 
only hope for man’s salvation.” The 
Atonement is traced through Old Testa- 
ment types and prophecies to the Hill of 
Golgotha. Other titles in this book in- 
clude, “God Spared Not His Son,” “The 
Future Home of the Saved” and “The 
Gospel of Christ.” 


“WHAT DOES THE FUTURE 
HOLD?” This Sermon seeks to answer 
questions often asked by Christians rela- 
tive to life after death. The two Resur- 
rections, the Tribulation, the Revelation 
of Christ, Judgment of the Nations, Mil- 
lennium, Kingdom on Earth, Hell and 
Heaven, are all considered. “How To 
Pray the Bible Way,” and “Some Pre- 
cious Thoughts About the Bible” com- 
plete the group of messages contained in 
this little book. 





HIGLEY’S SUNDAY SCHOOL LES- 
SON COMMENTARY. The Higley 
Pres& Pages 320. Price $1.00. 




















HIS volume, the twelfth annual Hig- 
ley’s Sunday School Lesson Com- 
mentary, presents many valuable helps 


for the teacher interested in securing 
the best. 


This Commentary contains several 
methods of teaching — including the Lec- 
ture, the Exposition, the Topical, and the 
Question and Answer. Specific assistance 
is furnished the teacher in each method. 
This makes it possible to vary the style 
of teaching from week to week. Some 
lessons adapt themselves more easily to 
one method and some to another. 














If you move ... notify The 
Defender promptly ... giving 
both your old and new ad- 
dresses. 














Each lesson is completely keyed and 
cross indexed. Homiletical outlines pro- 
vide material for sermons or Bible talks. 
There are object lessons and illustrations 
in story form. The text is taken from 
the Authorized Version of the Bible and 
arranged for ease in responsive reading. 
In all, twenty-two excellent features are 
observed. 





The volume is printed in easy to read 
type on eye-ease paper, and weighs less 
than one pound. 


The Publishers say: “Every effort has 
been made to keep this Commentary true 
and faithful to the whole Bible and we 
send it forth with the prayer that it will 
prove a great spiritual blessing to all 
who come in contact with it.” 








What Think Ye Of Christ? 





“Pharisees ... With what have you to reproach Jesus?” 
“He eateth with publicans and sinners.” 


“Ts that all?” 
“Yes,” 


“And you, Caiaphas ... What say you of Him?” 
“He is guilty: He is a blasphemer because He said, ‘Hereafter 
shall ye see the Son of Man sitting on the right hand of power and 


999 


coming in the clouds of heaven’. 


“Pilate, what is your opinion?” 
“TI find no fault with this man.” 


“And you, Judas, who sold your Master for silver . . 


. Have 


you some fearful charge to hurl against Him?” 
“T have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood.” 


“And you, Centurion, who led Him to the Cross ... What have 


you to say?” 


“Truly this was the Son of God.” 


“And you, demons?” 
“He is the Son of God.” 


“John Baptist ... What think you of Christ?” 


“Behold the lamb of God.” 


“And you... John the Apostle?” 
“He is the bright and morning star.” 


“Peter ... What say you of your Master?” 
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 


“And you, Thomas?” 
“My Lord and my God.” 


“Paul, you persecuted Him . .. What testify you of Him?” 
“I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge 


of Christ Jesus my Lord.” 


“Angels of heaven... What think you of Jesus?” 
“Unto you is born a Saviour which is Christ the Lord.” 


“And thou, Father in heaven, who knowest all things?” 
“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” : 


Reader ... What think you of Christ? 
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SCHOOL LESSON COMMERTS 








January 7, 1945 
The Childhood of Jesus 
Matthew 1 and 2 











OLDEN TEXT: “And behold, I am with 
thee, and will keep thee in all places 
whither thou goest.” Genesis 28:15. 


The Lessons for the First Quarter of 
1945 follow, with few omissions, the en- 
tire Gospel of Matthew. The Golden Text 
for this week was addressed primarily 
to Jacob . .. but its promises belong to 
all of Christ’s followers in this age. 


1. GOD’S CARE FOR HIS OWN. In 
fulfillment of the prophets, God sent His 
Son to earth, not to condemn but to save 
men, This act was the result of plans 
formulated “before the world was.” The 
blueprint of human redemption origin- 
ated in eternity—in the mind of God. 


The Redeemer was the “seed of the 
woman,” destined to crush the head of 
the serpent. The protection of the Father 
was spread around Him until He shouted 
on the Cross, “It is finished.” 


The promise made to Jacob on his jour- 
ney to Haran applies to. all of God’s 
children, It embodies divine companion- 
ship. “Behold, I am with thee in all places 
whither thou goest.” Jacob called the 
place of his vision Bethel, meaning “the 
house of God.” It must have seemed to 
him the very gate of heaven. But God is 
not only at Bethel. He is everywhere, 
with His children. He is with YOU. 


The promise includes divine protec- 
tion, “I will keep thee in all places 
whither thou goest.” 


The promise also means that the child 
of God is divinely sustained. “I will keep 
thee,” may be compared with the New 
Testament assurance, “My God shall 
supply all your need according to his 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” Divine 
favor accompanies one who is yielded to 
God. 


When Jesus was born, Satan immedi- 
ately attempted to destroy Him and 
thereby nullify God’s plans. Angels 





heralded His birth, His star led Wise 
Men from the East to the little town of 
Bethlehem. Stopping first at Jerusalem, 
they sought information regarding the 
exact place, Tidings of their quest came 
to the ears of Herod, and “he was 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.” 


Herod knew something of the Old 
Testament, for he called the priests to- 
gether and demanded information from 
the prophecies concerning the Messiah. 
But Herod was a red, being a descendant 
of Esau. Like the Communists today, he 
thought to defeat God. Learning that 
Bethlehem was the predicted birthplace, 
he craftily laid plans: “And he sent them 
to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search 
diligently for the young child; and when 
ye have found him, bring me word again, 
that I may come and worship him also. 
This sinister scheme fulfilled Jeremiah 
31:15—as quoted in Matthew 2:18. 


He fell ill shortly after the massacre 
of the babes at Bethlehem. Worms de- 
voured his vital organs and visions of 


his victims tortured his dying hours. The . 


whole nation rejoiced at the news of his 
death. 


Again God spoke to Joseph in a dream, 
and another prophecy was fulfilled ... 
“Out of Egypt have I called my son.” 
(Hosea 11:1). Fearing to go to Bethle- 
hem, and under the direction of God, they 
returned to the home town of Mary, little 
Nazareth of Galilee. Thus another 
prophecy was fulfilled, “He shali be 
called a Nazarene.” 





INTERNATIONAL 
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2. THE WISE SHALL UNDER- 
STAND. The priests knew by the Scrip- 
tures when and where the Messiah should 
appear; but they saw Him only as a king 
wielding the scepter of temporal author- 
ity. They could not apprehend Him as the 
world’s Redeemer, nor understand that 
His kingdom would be spiritual, and 
therefore eternal. 


The Shepherds believed the Scriptures, 
and hastened to seek the One whose birth 
was announcd by angels. They recogr:ized 
in the Babe the promised “Saviour, which 
is Christ the Lord,” and worshipped Him. 


Matthew believed the Scriptures, and 
when Jesus called, “Follow me,” he 
arose from his seat in the custom house 
and followed Him. Millions since that day 
have likewise believed and found wis- 
dom to understand spiritual things. 





January 14, 1945 
Jesus Begins His Ministry 
Matthew 3:1—4:22 











OLDEN TEXT: “Thou shalt worship 
the Lord thy God, and him only shalt 
thou serve. Matthew 4:10. 


The words of the Golden Text are those 
of Christ addressed to Satan. This pas- 
sage leaves no doubt as to the existence 
of a personal Devil. If there is no Devil, 
as some would have us to suppose, the 
question naturally arises — Who is trans- 
acting his business for him? 


Thirty years intervene between the 
present Lesson and the studies of last 
week. During this period, . only one 
glimpse of Jesus is given. Luke records 
the Virgin Birth, the Magnificat of Mary, 
the Announcement and the Shepherds 
and describes Christ’s trip to Jerusalem 
at the age of twelve. Concerning this 
event, the Jamieson, Fausset and Brown 
Commentary says: 


“At the age of twelve, every Jewish 
boy was styled a ‘son of the law,’ being 
put under a course of instruction and 
trained to fasting and attendance on 
public worship, besides being set to learn 
a trade. At this age our Lord was taken 
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up for the first time to Jerusalem, at the 
Passover season, the chief of the three 
annual festivals.” 


When Mary rebuked the Boy for tarry- 
ing in Jerusalem, and mentioned their 
anxiety, He replied that He had been oc- 
cupied with His Father’s business. At the 
age of twelve, Christ was conscious of 
His deity. 


At this point many will be reminded 
of Gipsy Smith’s famous sermon on 
“The Lost Christ,” in which the follow- 
ing line of thought is developed: 


“Who lost Christ? The most unlikely 
person—Mary. Where did she lose Him? 
At the communion table. How long did it 
take to lose Him? One day. How long did 
it take to find Him? Three days. Three 
times as difficult to find Christ as it was 
to lose Him!” 


Biographers_ must choose essentials 
and exclude details, just as a portrait 
artist brings out the strong lines of char- 
acter in the face of a model. Bible stu- 
dents never cease to marvel at the man- 
ner in which the four Gospels make the 
real Jesus stand out. 


1. “THEN COMETH JESUS.” Luke 
gives a complete account of the birth of 
John, kinsman of Jesus, and records the 
political situation at the time the Baptist 
began his ministry. Tiberius had been on 
the throne of Rome fifteen years. Pilate 
was governor of Judea. Herod Antipas 
was tetrarch of Galilee. Annas and Caia- 
phas were high priests—the former hav- 
ing been deposed by Pilate, remained the 
political power behind the Caiaphan 
regime, 


“Repent ye: for the kingdom of 
Heaven is at hand,” shouted the Baptist 
to throngs assembled on the banks of the 
Jordan. Among those who came to be 
baptized was Jesus of Nazareth. “THEN 
COMETH JESUS!” 


In reply to John’s protest that Jesus 
needed no baptism, our Lord identified 
Himself with humanity: “It becometh 
US.” He became man and took upon Him- 
self man’s obligations. He submitted to 
the sinner’s baptism ... not being a sin- 
ner, but because He became a partner 
with sinful man. 


2. ALONE WITH SATAN. There was 
no evil in the original creation. Neither 
was there any necessity for a distinctly 
destructive principle in the divine econ- 
omy. No evil existed to be destroyed until 
the First Adam yielded to temptation. 





The Lesson for today finds the Second 
Adam at close grips with the Being who 
is responsible for the presence of evil 
on this planet. 


Sin had its origin in beings endowed 
with purposeful choice, or free moral 
agency. By the abuse of this power, an 
angelic host became perverted. Perver- 
sion of heart qualities began in Lucifer, 
the archangel, leader of the great rebel- 
lion among his followers, Later, after the 
creation of Adam, he precipitated the 
Edenic temptation, working through the 
serpent. Adam, the federal head of the 
first race, yielded. But Christ, the fed- 
eral head of the new race, stood firm in 
the face of Satanic opposition. 


3. THE TESTS. First, Satan tried to 
promote doubt in Christ’s mind regarding 





His place and mission. “If thou be the 
Son of God... ” IF! Are you sure of 
your deity and Sonship? The Adversary 
still uses the same trick and has suc- 
ceeded in causing many to doubt their 
salvation. 


“Command that these stones be made 
bread.” On its face, this seems logical. 
Why should the Son of God go hungry? 
But this was an appeal to the flesh. 
Jesus knew the flesh life, His human 
side, had to be kept in complete subjec- 
tion to cope with the enemy. Satan has 
ruined many a man by suggesting a 
sacrifice of higher things for the “lust 
of the flesh.” 


The Adversary also appeals to the 
“lust of the eyes.” If thou be the Son of 
— Turn To Page 38. 
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God cast thyself down”—and the people 
will SEE you perform a spectacular 
miracle. At this point Satan had the au- 
dacity to quote Scripture. Jesus used the 
same weapon, saying: “IT IS WRITTEN 
AGAIN, thou shalt not tempt the Lord 
thy God.” 


Last, Satan attacked with “the pride 
of life.” Personal ambition: “ye shall be 
like God,” possessing unlimited power. 
“The devil taketh him up into an exceed- 
ing high mountain, and showeth him all 
the kingdoms of the world. And saith 
unto him, All these things will I give 
thee, if thou wilt fall down and wor- 
ship me.” 


Satan is the god of this world. His 
power over the nations will not be broken 
until the Second Coming of Christ. Had 
Jesus yielded, Satan would have been 
exalted above God, and his ambition, 
which cost him heaven, would have been 
realized. Our Lord “was tempted in all 
points like as we are, yet without sin.” 
His weapons are our weapons. His tri- 
umph is our triumph. 





January 21, 1945 
Standards of The Kingdom 
Matthew 4:23—6:18 











OLDEN TEXT: “Blessed are they 

which are persecuted for righteous- 
ness’ sake: for their's is the kingdom of 
heaven.” Matthew 5:10. 


This week we are favored with an op- 





portunity of examining that beautiful 
New Testament string of pearls called 
the Beatitudes. The dictionary meaning 
of this term is “consummate bliss.” A 
great novelist once described the hero of 
his story as being “in a beatitudé, his 
mouth unaware that it was smiling.” 


1. A PROPHETIC SUBJECT. There 
are nine Beatitudes, each a short state- 
ment addressed to Christ’s followers on 
some phase of Christian conduct. They 
comprise a chart by which believers may 
regulate their lives. These messages also 
have a prophetical significance. 


Careful study discloses a continuity of 
thought running through the nine pro- 
nouncements which divides the period 
between the First and Second Comings, 
into nine divisions, The similarity be- 
tween the messages and the various 
stages of Church history is unmistakable. 


Take for instance the seventh Beati- 
tude. It could not possibly fit any other 
period. This was a time of peace-seeking 
when the influence of the Church was 
felt for good among the nations, It 
would be a mistake to try to drop the 
seventh Beatitude into the fourth stage 
when the Church was armed for battle, 
pushing against the Mohammedans. 


Visualize two mountain peaks. The 
first represents the First Coming of 
Christ. The second represents the Second 
Coming of Christ. Between the two there 
is a valley, divided into nine sections— 
each Beatitude conveying a message to 
a particular period. 


2. A SPIRITUAL KINGDOM. The 
teachings of Jesus were in striking con- 
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trast to prevailing ideas in His day. Con- 
cerning the Kingdom, the Jews antici- 
pated a new order but were utterly con- 
fused in their thinking. Some expected a 
theocracy, as under David. Others wanted 
an empire in which their race would 
wield the scepter of world authcrity. 
There was also diversity of teaching on 
blessedness. Old Testament blessings 
often had to do with material prosper- 
ity. But not one of Jesus’ Beatitudes 
promised houses, lands and gold. The 
Master’s enunciation of spiritual prin- 
ciples fell on deaf ears. 


The religious thought of the times 
offered remarkable contrasts. The Phari- 
sees stressed prayer, fasting, and alms- 
giving, which would have been commend- 
able had the exertions proceeded from 
sincere hearts motivated by self-denial 
and benevolence. Jesus’ denunciatiyn of 
these things explains why they were 
stressed. 


The Sermon on the Mount is doubtless 
the greatest discourse ever uttered. It 
sets forth the fundamental laws of the 
Kingdom, reveals ideals and standards to 
which men can attain only by the help 
of God. 


3. DUTY TO GOD. It is impossible 
to divide one’s allegiance between God 
and the world. Reverence is enjoined in 
the Sermon on the Mount. His name must 
not be mentioned except with venera- 
tion. 


The message urges complete trust in 
God, the expressions of which wi!l be 
noted outwardly in daily life. Fret and 
worry should have no place in the Chris- 
tian heart, for they indicate unbelief. He 
cares for the sparrow. The earthly par- 
ent loves his children, and the Heavenly 
Father is much more loving. 


The message emphasizes the necessity 
of prayer. “He that asketh receiveth.” 
“After! this manner therefore pray ye.” 
Attention and submission to His will are 
tests by which the believer stands or 
falls. ““Whosoever heareth these sayings 
of mine and doeth them, is like unto a 
wise man, which built his house upon a 
rock.” 


The Sermon reveals to us the possibil- 
ity of EXPERIENCING GOD. There is 
not sufficient emphasis, these days, upon 
experiential religion. “Blessed are the 
pure in heart: for they shall SEE God.” 


4. DUTY TO OTHERS. Jesus dis- 
cussed’ the conception of duty as taught 


| by the Law of Moses. The function of 
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Law is to protect man from man. But 
where the Golden Rule is practiced, men 
have no need for other laws. 


Jesus classes anger with murder, and 
catalogs impure thoughts and desires as 
the sin. “Love your enemies, do good to 
them which hate you,” leaves no place 
for revenge. The generous grace of 
mercy is enjoined. “Happy are the mer- 
ciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” 


He teaches responsibility for others. 
A Christian is a light, to make bright the 
path of life, not only for himself, but 
others. “Ye are the light of the world.” 
Christianity is also a preservative. “Ye 
are the salt of the earth.” The follower 
of Christ helps make the world a better 
place in which to live. 





January 28, 1945 
Loyalty to The Kingdom 
Matthew 6:19—7:29 











OLDEN TEXT: “But seek ye first the 

kingdom of God, and his righteous- 
ness; and all these things shall be added 
unto you.” Matthew 6:33. 


This Lesson continues to place empha- 
sis upon spiritual values above and be- 
yond things of the material world. Jesus 
was misunderstood because of being 
chiefly concerned about the hearts—the 
inner lives, of men. 


1. WALKING WITH GOD. “Lay not 
up for yourselves treasures upon earth, 
where moth and rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves break through and steal.” 
Eastern treasures, consisting partly in 
costly dresses stored up, were liable to be 
devoured by moths. Rust frequently con- 
sumed coins. Earthly valuables are pre- 
carious. Thieves are always a potential 
danger. 


“But lay up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven.” There are eternal, imperish- 
able values to be considered. These have 
to do with acceptance of 'Christ as 
Saviour, adjustment to the will and pur- 
poses of God, growth in Grace, and the 
workings of the Holy Spirit in our lives. 


“The light of the body is the eye: if 
therefore thine eye be single, thy whole 
body shall be full of light.” The man who 
looks with a good, sound eye, walks in 
light, seeing every object clear. So a per- 
sistent purpose to serve and please God 
in everything, will make the whole char- 
acter consistent and bright. 


“But if thine eye be evil, thy whole 





body shall be full of darkness.” As a 
vitiated eye, or an eye incapable of look- 
ing straight at its object, sees nothing 
exactly right ...so the heart divided in 
purpose between sin and Grace, fills the 
soul with darkness. “No man can serve 
two masters,” says the Christ. 


2. THE FATHER’S CARE. Matthew 
6:25-34 contains a sure cure for anixiety. 
How blessed that the Christian may en- 
joy spiritual support in times such as we 
are now witnessing! 


“Therefore I say unto you, Take no 
thought for your life, what ye shall eat 
... drink ,,. put on.” This does not mean 
to refrain from giving forethought for 
temporal things, in the sense of intelli- 
gent consideration and planning. It is 
anxious solicitude, irksome cares and 
misgivings, which our Lord here con- 
demns. 


“Behold the fowls of the air: for they 
sow not, neither do they reap... yet 
your heavenly Father feedeth them.” The 
lower creation, void of reason, incapable 
of sowing and reaping—yet the Father 
sustains them. Will He then fail to watch 
tenderly over those who place their trust 
in Him? The same applies to the raiment 
of “the lilies of the field.” 


“Are ye not much better than they?” 
—nobler in yourselves and dearer to God. 
So, no matter the problems of these dark 
days, our God is interested in the wel- 
fare of His children . . . and listening, 
at all times, to hear the cry of faith 
through prayer. 


3. BUILDING ON THE ROCK. Jesus 
concluded the Sermon on the Mount with 
a parable of two houses, built by a wise 
man and a foolish man, Doubtless they 
looked much alike. One stood on shifting 
sand, the other a rocky cliff. The first 
saved labor and expense. The day came 
when a violent storm arose. The walls of 
the cheap house cracked, timbers loos- 
ened, and it fell. “Everyone that heareth 
these sayings of mine and doeth them 
not, shall be likened unto this foolish 
man.” 


But what of the other house? The 
same winds blew upon it, the same rains 
fell, but the good foundation proved its 
worth. It was more difficult to build such 
a structure, but in the day of testing, the 
wise man dwelt securely. By world 
standards, the man who follows the 
teachings of Jesus is a fool . , . for-the 
world cannot understand that the be- 
liever has built upon a rock which will 





stand in the day of storm. “It fell not: 
for it was founded upon a rock.” 


Al PRAYER 


Help me, O God, this year to crown with 
beauty; 

Within my thoughts to write Thine own 
best will, 

To Thee anew I give myself for duty; 

Teach me, dear Lord, and all Thy plans 
fulfill. , 
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